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The Manufacture of Iron 


in SUSSEX County 


By JAMeEs M. TuNNELL, JR.* 


O think of the low-lying, sandy, isolated, farming county 

of Sussex as a seat of heavy industry seems paradoxical. 

Yet, to a limited degree, that once was true. For a period 

of something less than a century, Sussex County not only 

supplied its own demand for iron, but also exported to other 

states, and, from time to time, as the state of the economy and 

import duties permitted, in substantial quantities to England 

and Scotland as well. What took place in Sussex County was, 

however, no more than what took place, in one form or another, 
along much of the Atlantic seaboard.* 

In the state of Virginia, near Jamestown, an iron foundry 
was erected, the first and last lighting of which was the signal 
for the great massacre of 1622. 

From a very early date iron was successfully manufactured 
in Massachusetts. English capitalists seem always to have had 
aspirations to literature, so they have labeled their corporations 
companies of ‘‘ adventurers,” or “ speculators,” or something of 
the sort. In 1644, a company of “ Undertakers”’ for the iron 
works in the Massachusetts Bay Colony was organized in London 
and given a monopoly for operations there during the ensuing 
period of twenty-one years. At least one of the earlier Massachu- 
setts foundries was in substantially continuous operation during 
more than two centuries. 

Many great foundries and forges made the state of Pennsyl- 
vania until after the Civil War the principal source of American 


* Justice Tunnell delivered this address at the fifty-fourth General Court of the 
Society of Colonial Wars in Delaware, May 5, 1953. 

1 The following remarks about early iron manufacture in America generally are 
based upon the monograph by Dr. Arthur Cecil Bining, Pennsylvania Iron Manufacture 


in the Eighteenth Century (Harrisburg, 1938) . 
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iron. That iron manufacture did not, however, at first exercise 
the most allure for the Pennsylvania colonists was recorded by 
John Holme, an early poet-historian. His lines ran this way: 


In many places some do find 

Good iron, which they do not mind; 
They hunt and search for richer stuff 
By which they hope to make enough. 


In most places, of course, the iron-ores used were of the 
same general nature as those from which we derive our modern 
supply. But in New Castle County * the ore which was mined 
at Iron Hill and Chestnut Hill was ‘“‘ bog ”’ ore of a kind referred 
to sometimes as the “dome” type. In Sussex County, as in 
southern New Jersey, the ore was found, not in hills, but in 
swamps, ponds, and sluggish streams, from which it had to be 
raised at great inconvenience and expense. Present day Sussex 
Countians, characteristically hazy in the matter of nomenclature, 
always refer to the ore itself, which is still with us, as “ iron 
mine.” Geologists speak of it as “ brown hematite.” 

An iron manufacturing enterprise was at first commonly 
called an “ iron plantation,’”’ and that appellation has much to 
commend it, because in many respects, even at the time of these 
operations, they constituted a sort of anachronism, smacking 
more of feudalism than of the seventeenth or eighteenth century. 

An iron plantation, in the first place, was extensive, usually 
running from five to ten thousand acres. The ore was nearly 
always to be found in the most inaccessible locations, and the 
establishment, therefore, had to be designed to supply all the 
wants of its employees and their families. That meant that no 
fewer than two hundred people had to be provided for. The 
actual mining could be done by perhaps a half dozen men: the 
foundry could be run continuously for months at a time by two 
twelve-hour shifts of perhaps a half dozen men on each, and 
the same was sufficient for the forge. But larger numbers were 
required to provide the immense quantities of charcoal which 
were required for the operation; it is estimated that four 


9 


nays T. Scharf’s History of Delaware (Philadelphia, 1888) is the chief source 
of information about the several operations in this state. 


MANUFACTURE OF IRON IN SUSSEX COUNTY 87 


hundred bushels of charcoal were required to produce a single 
ton of wrought iron. Consequently, for even a small furnace 
and forge operation, there would need to be scores of wood 
cutters, charcoal burners, teamsters, and common laborers. 
Further, there had to be a large farm for the production of grain, 
vegetables, and meat. Such activities required a store, a grist 
mill, a blacksmith shop, and frequently a sawmill. Thus, an 
iron plantation was in itself a small community. 

It may be the source of some of the noticeable humility 
displayed by the people of Sussex County that those who have 
accomplished very much did so after they had removed to some 
other community. Likewise, whatever of moment has been done 
in the county has usually been done by someone who had re- 
cently come into the place. Characteristically, therefore, the 
first furnace operation in Sussex County was started sometime 
before 1763 by Jonathan Vaughn and a company of merchants 
and ironmasters from in and around Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania. In 1763 they applied to the proprietors of Pennsylvania 
for a warrant for five thousand acres of land near their iron works 
on the Nanticoke.* They later made large additional purchases 
of land. This company called its enterprise the “ Deep Creek 
Iron Works.” 

Sometimes the iron foundries and forges were built together, 
but very often they were, as at Deep Creek, somewhat apart. A 
very definite advantage of separating them was to facilitate the 
procurement of charcoal. It was, of course, easier to haul pig 
iron than the charcoal required to refine it. 

The Deep Creek furnace, which, almost as soon as it was 
built, became known as the ‘“ Old Furnace,’ was constructed 
about seven miles northwest of Georgetown on Deep Creek, 
so-called—actually a very shallow thing which creeps from the 
general vicinity of what is now known as Redden to what is 
known as Concord. The forge, called ‘ Nanticoke Forge,” was 
four miles away, at what we know as Middleford. 

The company built a road to the confluence of Deep Creek 
and the Nanticoke—a distance of four miles—at which place a 


8 Ibid., II, 1294, 1299. 
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stone wharf was built which was accessible to ocean-going vessels, 
and in later years vessels were loaded at that wharf with cargoes 
of iron for shipment abroad. 

Within a very few years after 1763, numerous other furnaces 
and forges were commenced in these same headwaters of the 
Nanticoke. Some, especially later, in an effort to save charcoal, 
were of the bloomery type, reducing the ore and producing 
the wrought iron with a single firing of the mass. 

A large iron operation in the later 1760’s was the “ Pine 
Grove Furnace,’ * financed by Philadelphia and New York 
merchants. Here again, in excess of seven thousand acres were 
purchased. They built a road to the head of deep sea navigation, 
on the opposite side of the river from the Deep Creek Com- 
pany’s wharf, and operated for a time with success. Eventually 
‘Pine Grove ”’ gave way to the name “ Concord,” and the small 
languishing community of Concord is simply a modern mani- 
festation of this one-time adventure in heavy industry. 

Other forges were Unity Forge, three miles above Concord 
on Deep Creek, and the Collins Forge on Gravelly Branch.° 

The Collins Forge was operated by Captain John Collins, 
then by his son, John, who served as governor of this state, and 
then by Theophilus, the son of Governor Collins. This forge 
was known as “ Gravelly Delight,” * and was the last of the 
Sussex County manufactories to make iron. It operated until 
some time in the 1850's. 

There were many other forges and foundries throughout 
the country, many of the names of which are now forgotten. 
‘There is a pond above Portsville still known as the site of the 
bloomery—though there may be persons who use that name 
without knowing whether the word ‘“‘ bloomery” refers to a 
greenhouse or a device for the production of iron. There was 
a furnace at which we now know as Laurel’ and, later on, one 
at Millsboro, of which more will be said below. 

All the furnaces and forges then operating in Sussex County, 
however, were put out of business during the Revolution, pre- 


4Ibid., II, 1289. 6 Ibid., II, 1300. 
5 Ibid., II, 1284, 1304. 7 Ibid., Il, 1319. 
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cisely when they were most sorely needed. The transportation 
link to the outside world was by way of the Nanticoke River 
out Chesapeake Bay. When the British blockaded the Chesa- 
peake, all the furnaces were shut down for lack of an outlet. 

At Millsboro, as well as on the headwaters of the Nanticoke, 
several of the essentials for the manufacture of iron were found 
in combination: navigable water, water power for the operation 
of the bellows of the furnace and the great hammer of the forge, 
oyster shells to supply the lime, bog iron on the spot or near, 
and a vast supply of standing timber at hand. The furnace at 
Millsboro was first in blast shortly after 1815 under the manage- 
ment of a local tycoon, Colonel William Dagworthy Waples. 
Colonel Waples was an important man. He owned and operated 
many mills and farms. His stage line spanned the peninsula. 
I have understood that he was general contractor for carrying 
the mails on this peninsula within the area lying between 
Smyrna and the line of the State of Virginia. Along with John 
M. Clayton and Richard Mansfield, he was one of three mem- 
bers of the first commission for construction of the Delaware 
Railroad.*® 

The operations in Millsboro, however, were not successful 
so long as they remained in local hands. In 1822 * Samuel G. 
Wright, an ironmaster, formerly of Monmouth County, New 
Jersey, began to buy the partnership interests of the Delaware 
Furnace at Millsboro. From that time for a number of years 
Samuel G. Wright and his son, Gardiner H. Wright, operated 
the Delaware Furnace and Forge. Samuel Wright, by the way, 
could be identified to many Delawareans as the great-grandfather 
of the late Dr. Rowland Gardiner Paynter, of Georgetown, as 
also was Colonel William D. Waples, mentioned above. 

At the time the Delaware furnace came into the hands of 
the Wrights, there was no town at what we call Millsboro. The 
little community in Indian River Hundred at that point was 
called ‘‘ Rock Hole.’’ The foundry, forge, grist mill, sawmill, 
tannery, and store, themselves, constituted a modest village. 
The store was later moved across the Indian River to Dagsboro 


8 Ibid., I, 429. 9 Ibid., Il, 1338. 
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Hundred.** That store, which was supplemented by a tavern 
and a livery stable as well, in time became the nucleus of a 
community which was first called Washington and eventually 
Millsboro. 

Although the Wrights were always successful, it must be 
admitted that it was never any handicap to Samuel Wright 
that his son Gardiner married the daughter of Colonel William 
D. Waples. For example, when the Wrights decided to mine 
the ore beneath the public road at Green’s Branch, about eleven 
miles west of Millsboro, the private act permitting the Delaware 
furnace to do so was passed,** and Colonel Waples signed the 
bill as Speaker of the House. Mr. Wright was also able, by virtue 
of a private act of the legislature, to enjoy the valuable and some- 
what unusual privilege of bringing slaves into, and taking them 
out of, Delaware in such numbers and at such times as he 
saw fit.” 

Scharf’s History recites ** that when the Delaware furnace 
and forge were both in operation, this establishment furnished 
water pipes for the Croton Water Works in New York, the 
railings formerly around Independence Square, and the castings 
for the Eastern Penitentiary at Philadelphia. 

The furnace at Millsboro probably did not operate very 
much more than twenty years, but the forge purchased pig iron, 
made castings, or refined it, and supplied blacksmith iron and 
similar types for use in Sussex County until 1879. At that time 
the machinery was moved to Georgetown, where the forge still 
continued for a few years under steam power. 

It is interesting to note that although the manufacture of 
iron had ceased at least by the late 1850’s for all commercial 
purposes in Sussex County, for thirty years afterward it was a 
recognized source of income for farmers in that county to raise 
from the water, load, and haul to Milton, wagon loads of iron 
ore for transportation across the bay to southern New Jersey. 


10 [bid., II, 1273. 


11 Feb. 11, 1835, Laws of the State of Delaware ... 1835 (Wilmington, 1835) 
p. 355. ; 
12 Ibid. . . . 1813-1819, V, 106 ff. 


13 Scharf, History of Delaware, Il, 1338. 
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When I was a boy, elderly neighbors claimed to remember 
having seen a hundred teams standing at their wagons, waiting 
to be unloaded of their ore at the Broadkill. 

It appears certain from the fact that the Millsboro furnace 
had to haul much of its ore at least eleven miles by horse or ox 
cart that iron ore of the desired’quality was not unlimited in 
quantity.** The private act of the legislature, previously men- 
tioned, for taking up a part of a public road would suggest the 
same. Yet the continued sale of ore for three decades after the 
manufacture of iron had ceased in Sussex would indicate that 
the diminution of the ore supply could not have been the sole 
reason for the discontinuance of iron manufacture. 

As the furnaces and forges one by one fell into silence, many 
of the men, including nearly all of the executives and owners, 
went away into more lucrative fields. The grist and sawmill 
operators, however, clung to their locations, maintained the 
dams, and found other outlets for their products. The stores, 
suffering a depression during readjustment, frequently managed 
somehow to stay in business. Many of our small communities 
in Sussex County are in existence today, therefore, only because 
they were once thought to be advantageous spots for the manu- 
facture of iron. 

Now several of the actual sites of the old furnaces are almost 
lost to view. The bricks and the slag have long ago been hauled 
away by farmers for the foundations of buildings, fill for roads, 
or something of the sort. A service club project at Millsboro 
since World War II removed all visible traces of the old 
Delaware Furnace and Forge. Only a name remains. A spot 
on the shore is named for the cupola which once stood there— 
always locally pronounced, by the way, as “‘cu-bee-low.” As 
far as the manufacture of iron is concerned, therefore, the 
insatiable sands of Sussex have swallowed up what briefly stood 
above the ground. Swamps again conceal what lies below. 


14 See many transfers among Sussex County Deed Records, such as Vol. XXXVI, 
Pps) 23> 
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BOOK OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND TRANSACTIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR KENT COUNTY 


began July 20th. 1774—By Mark McCall, Clk. Committee * 


[THE KENT COUNTY COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE 
ORGANIZES] 
[Page 1] 

The Freeholder[s and] other Inhabitants of Kent County on Dela- 
ware, now Assembled at the Court [Housje in the Town of Dover, this 
Twentieth day of July Anno Domini Seventeen hundred and Seventy 
Four, taking into their most serious consideration sundry Acts of the 
British Parliament, in which their Power and Right to impose Duties 
and Taxes upon his Majesties Subjects in the British Colonies and 
Plantations in America, for the purpose of raising a Revenue, are 
declared, attempted to be exercised, and in various ways enforced and 
carried into Execution, more Especially the Act depriving the great and 
lately florishing Town of Boston of all Trade whatever, by shutting 
up their Fort and Harbour with a formidable Fleet and Army. 


Resolved Nem-Con. 


Ist That we do Acknowledge Recognize and most expressly declare 
his Majesty King George the third, to be Lawful and rightful King of 
Great Britain, and all other his Dominions and Countries, and that 


1 Unless otherwise indicated, all material comes from the “ Book of Proceedings 
and Transactions of the Committee of Correspondence for Kent County” in the 
manuscript collections of the Historical Society of Delaware. The page numbers of 
the “ Book of Proceedings” are inserted here in brackets. Certain documents which 
supplement the Proceedings have been set in chronological order within the manu- 
script book and are inserted between a pair of asterisks. Other documents pertaining 
to Kent County Loyalists follow the manuscript book of Proceedings. A description 
and history of the “ Book of Proceedings” appears in Part I of this article. 
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it is the indispensible Duty of the People of this County, as being part 
of his Majesty’s Dominions, always to bear faithful and true allegiance 
to his Majesty, and him to defend to the utmost of their Power, against 
all Attempts upon his Person Crown and dignity. 


2d That the Act of Parliament for shutting up the Port of Boston, 
is unconstitutional, oppressive to the Inhabitants of that Town, danger- 
ous to the Liberties of the British Colonies, and that therefore we 


consider our Brethren of Boston as suffering in the common cause of 
America. 


3d That a Congress of deputies from the several Colonies in North 
America is the most probable and proper mode of procuring Relief 
for our Suffering Brethren, Obtaining redress of American Grievances, 
Securing our Rights and Liberties, and re-establishing harmony between 
Great Britain and these Colonies, on a constitutional foundation. 


4th That a Respectable Committee be immediately appointed for 
the County of Kent, to correspond with the committees of the sister 
Colonies and the other Counties in the Government, in Order that all 
may Unite in promoting, and endeavouring to attain the great and 
valuable Ends mentioned in the foregoing Resolution. 


[Page 2] 


5th That the Speaker of the Honora[ble House] of Assembly be desired 
by the Committee now to be appointed tog[ether] with the Committees 
of the other Counties of this Government to write to the several members 
of Assembly, Requesting them to convene at Newcastle as soon as 
possible, to take into their most serious consideration our very alarming 
Situation, and to appoint Deputies to Attend at a general Congress 
for the Colonies, at such Time and Place as shall be generally agreed on.? 


6th That the Committee now to be appointed, consist of ‘Thirteen 
Persons, to wit Charles Ridgely, William Killen, Caesar Rodney, John 
Hazlet, John Clarke, Thomas Collins, Jacob Stout, Esquires, James Wells, 
Thomas Rodney, Richard Basset, James Sykes Esqr. Richard Lockwood 
Esqr. and Zadock Cropper Esqr. and that any Seven of them may Act. 


2The letter, dated the same as the resolution, July 20, 1774, signed by seven 
members of the committee, and addressed to the Speaker of the House, Caesar Rodney, 
was published in Delaware History, 1, 103. The committee suggested that the 
assembly meet on Aug..1 and reiterated items 3 and 8 in the resolution by their 
statement to Rodney: “ [we] rest Assured that you will Comply with the earnest 
wishes of the Inhabitants of this County, to procure an Appointment of the Committee 
to represent the whole Government at the General Congress, whenever they may 
meet.” The original letter is in the Bassett Papers, Morse Collection, Vol. II 
(Historical Society of Delaware) . 
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7th That the said Committee immediately set on foot as Subscription 
for the Relief of such Poor Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, as may 
be deprived of the means of sustenance by the Acr of Parliament com- 
monly stiled the Bosron Port BILL, the money arising from such Sub- 
scription to be laid out as the Committee shall think will best answer 
the Ends proposed. 


8th That the Inhabitants of this County do agree with their Brethren 
of New Castle County, in adopting and carrying into Execution, all 
and singular such peaceable and Constitutional measures as shall be 
agreed on by a Majority of the Colonies by their Deputies, at the 
intended Congress, and will have no Trade commerce or dealings what- 
soever, with that Province City or Town in the British Colonies on this 
Continent (if any such should be) or with any individual therein, who 
shall refuse to adopt the same, untill the before-mentioned Acr of 
Parliament and Two other Bills respecting the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay, depending in Parliament (if Passed into Acts) are Repealed. 

9th That this Committee Embrace this publick Opportunity to 
Testify their Gratitude and most cordial Thanks to the Patrons and 
Friends of Liberty in Great Britain, for their Patriotic efforts to Prevent 
the present Calamity in America. 


Signed by order 
Mark Mc.Catt Clk. Com. 


[THE KENT COMMITTEE RECEIVES THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE NEW CASTLE COMMITTEE] 
[Page 3] 
[In a Letter from the Committee] of Correspondence for the County 
of New Castle [directed to Caes]ar Rodney Esqr. Speaker of the Honor- 
able House of Assembly &c came enclosed the [R]esolves of the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants of said New Castle County, and being now laid 
before this Committee, are as follows; 
At a general meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
County of New Castle on Delaware, at New Castle the 29th. of June, 
Wiis: 


THomas Mc. KEAn Esquire Chairman 
Resolved 


Ist That the Act of Parliament for shutting up the Port of Boston, 
is unconstitutional; oppressive to the Inhabitants of that Town; danger- 
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ous to the Liberties of the British Colonies; and that therefore we 


consider our Brethren at Boston as Suffering in the Common Cause of 
America. 


2d That a Congress of Deputies from the several Colonies in North 
America, is the most probable and proper mode of procuring Relief for 
our suffering Brethren, Obtaining redress of American Grievances, 
securing our Rights and Liberties, and re-establishing Peace and 
Harmony between Great Britain and these Colonies on a constitutional 
foundation. 


3d That a Respectable Committee be immediately appointed for the 
County of New Castle, to correspond with the Sister Colonies, and with 
the other Counties in this Government, in order that all may Unite in 
promoting and endeavouring to obtain the great and valuable Ends 
mentioned in the foregoing Resolution. 

4th That the most Eligible Mode of appointing Deputies would be 
by the Representatives of the People of this Government, met in their 
Legislative Capacity, but as the House of Assembly have adjourned 
themselves to the Thirtieth day of September next, and it is not Expected 
his Honor our Governor will call them by Writs of Summons on this 
Occasion, having Refused to do the like in his other Province of 
Pennsylvania, therefore that the Speaker of the Honorable House of 
Assembly be desired by the Committee now to be appointed, to write 
to the several Members [Page 4] of Assembly, Requesting them to 
[Convene at New Castle on any dJay not later than the first of Augus[t 
ne]xt, to take [into th]Jeir most serious Consideration our very alarming 
Situation, and to appoint deputies to attend at a general Congress for 
the Colonies, at such Time and Place as shall be generally agreed on. 


5 That the Committee now to be chosen consist of Thirteen Persons 
to wit, Thomas Mc.Kean, John Evans, John Mc.Kinly James Latimer, 
George Reed [szc], Alexander Porter, Samuel Patterson, Nicholas Van- 
dyke, Thomas Cooch, Job Harvey, George Monro, Samuel Platt and 
Richard Cantwell, and that any Seven of them may Act. 


6 That the said Committee immediately set on foot a Subscription 
for the Relief of such Poor Inhabitants of the Town of Boston as may 
be deprived of the means of Subsistance by the Act of Parliament, 
commonly stiled the Boston Port Bill. The Money arising from such 
Subscription to be laid out as the Committee shall think will best 
answer the Ends Proposed. 


7 That the Inhabitants of this County will adopt and carry into 
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Execution all and singular such Peaceable and constitutional measures, 
as shall be agreed on by a Majority of the Colonies, by their Deputies at 
the intended Congress; And will have no Trade, Commerce or dealings 
whatsoever with that Province, City or Town in the British Colonies on 
this Continent (if any such should be) or with any Individual therein, 
who shall Refuse to adopt the same, untill the before mentioned Act of 
Parliament, and Two other Bills respecting the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay, depending in Parliament, (if passed into Acts) are Repealed. 


Signed by Order 
Davin THOMPSON elke 


Copy’d from said Resolves pr Mark Mc.Call Clk. Com. 


[THE NEW CASTLE COMMITTEE IS INFORMED 
OF THE KENT ACTION] 
[Page 5] 
[The following is a Cop]y of Letter directed to the Committee of 


Cor[rjespondence for the County of New Castle, from the present 
Members of this Committee. 


GENTLEMEN / 


Inclosed we send you a Copy of the Resolves of a large and respectable 
Number of the Freemen of this County, Convened here Yesterday, 
whereby you will perceive that we have agreed with the People of your 
County, as to the Time and place of Meeting of the members of 
Assembly of this Government, to wit at New Castle, on the first day 
of August, for the great and important purpose mentioned in our Fifth 
Resolve. We Learn from some intelligence lately Received from Sussex, 
that the People of that County, greatly disapprove of New Castle as 
the Place of the Members of Assembly’s meeting, and the Power of 
appointing deputies to Attend the proposed General Congress, being 
delegated to them,—They say that the People of the respective Counties, 
ought to Nominate the Persons who are to Attend the Congress, and 
consequently that the meeting of the Assembly at New Castle is alto- 
gether Unnecessary, and can serve no other purpose than to subject 
the Members for Kent and Sussex, especially the latter, to great Expense 
and Loss of Time. 

Indeed we think there is some Truth in this Observation; However 
we have the important purpose of this meeting so much at Heart, that 
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we are willing to submit to some Things that might even look like 
imposition, rather than by refusing such a Submission, defeat or render 
it abortive. We have Requested the Speaker to send his circular Letters 
for the Convention of the Members of Assembly, at the Time and Place 
above mentioned, and we are informed that the People of Sussex are 
to have a Meeting on saturday next. . 


We are Gentlemen with great Respect Your most Humble Servants 


Dover, July 2Ist 1774. THoMs. RODNEY WILL. KILLEN 
RICHD. BAssET CAESAR RODNEY 
JAMs. SYKES JOHN HAZLET 
CHARLES RIDGELY JouN CLARKE 


Jacos STOUT 
Copy Certifd. pr. Mark Mc.Call. Clk-Com. 


[THOMAS ROBINSON IS ASKED TO TELL THE SUSSEX GROUP 
OF THE KENT ACTION] 
[Page 6] 
The following is a Copy of a Letter directed to Thoma[s Robinson 
Esqr. Sussex Coun]ty to be delivered to the Committee of Correspondence 
for said County when Chosen. Viz 


SIR/ 

The inclosed Resolutions which we are directed to communicate, 
contain the Sense of this County of a Union, and general Plan of Conduct 
in Support of American Liberty, in the present Alarming and dangerous 
Crisis. We feel ourselves happy in the firm and steady Spirit which 
Animates the People of this County, to pursue those Ways and means, 
which they Judge the most speedy and effectual, to prevent the Fall 
of Boston and the Massachusetts Government, and by such Prevention 
to Save America from destruction. It is our most fervent Wish and 
Sanguine Hope that Your County will manifest and shew the same 
disposition and Spirit, and that by a general Congress such a Plan may 
be adopted, as may effectually accomplish the grand Object in View. 

We are also directed to desire the Speaker of the Honourable House 
of Assembly, to write to the several Members of Assembly requesting 
them to convene at some convenient Place in the Government, (or at 
New Castle) as scon as possible, to take into their most serious Con- 
sideration, our very alarming Situation and to appoint deputies to 
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attend at a general Congress for the Colonies at such Time and Place 
as shall be generally agreed on, which direction we have comply’d with: 
We have also proposed a Meeting of the Members of the Assembly 
on ye. — day of next, at New Castle, at which Time & Place 
we hope and earnestly desire that the Members of the Assembly of 
Your County may not fail in giving their Attendance upon this very 
Important Occasion: We shall Thank you for the Communication of 
any Thing you may Think of Consequence, as soon as Possible. 


We are Sir with great Respect Your Humble Servants 


Dover, July 2Ist 1774. THoMS. RODNEY CHARLES RIDGELY 
Ricup. BAssET WILL. KILLEN 
JaMEs Sykes CarsaR RODNEY 
Jacos STouT JoHN Hazver 


—— JOHN CLARKE 


P.S. We are sensible of the Unreasonableness and impropriety of the 
Conduct of the New Castle People on this Occasion, in undertaking 
to dictate to You and us a mode of Conduct and also fixing a Place for 
our meeting, without our Consent very Convenient for themselves but 
very inconvenient for us; We Think they might have been more Polite: 
However rather than this necessary and most important Plan should 
be Frustrated, and our Government loose that Reputation which it 
heretofore deservedly got and Merited upon a similar Occasion We have 
thought proper to advise a Meeting of the Members of the Assembly, 
at New Castle as above said, and we do hope and earnestly desire that 
you may not (if you should view ye Conduct of the New Castle People 
in the same Light we do,) let their imprudent Conduct prevent you 
from giving your attendance at the Time & Place appointed; We flatter 


ourselves you will think as we have done on this Occasion, and let nothing 
disunite us. 


Copy Certify’d pr. Mark Mc.Call. Clk. Com. 


[THE SUSSEX COMMITTEE RELUCTANTLY CO-OPERATES] 
[Page 7] 
[Copy of Letter from the Com]mittee of Correspondence in and for 


Sussex County, to the Committee of Correspfonde]nce in Kent County, 
in Answer to ye. Foregoing Letter 
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GENT. 

We take this Opportunity of Returning our sincere and hearty 
Thanks to you for Forwarding your Resolves to us so early; We according 
to our Appointment met and entered into the enclosed Resolutions 
Unanimously: We congratulate You on the laudable Spirit which Pre- 
vails so generally among you, with respect to the Protection of American 
Liberty: Permit us at the same Time to Assure You that the same 
Animated Zeal seems to diffuse itself here; as You will See by the 
Unanimity of our Resolutions. 

We cannot avoid Surprize at the New Castle Gent. undertaking to 
determine a Business which ought to have had the joint concurrence of 
the whole Government, and nothing but the shortness of Time pre- 
vented our disagreeing with them, in fixing both Time and place of the 
Meeting of the Members of Assembly, but thought as you did, that if 
we had not adopted the same Measures the Business must lie too long 
Neglected. 

We have by this Opportunity also sent a Letter to the honble. the 
Speaker of the House of Assembly requesting him to write to the several 
members of Assembly of this County, desiring their Attendance at New 
Castle as soon as may be, to consider at this important crisis, what may 
be most proper for the preservation of American Freedom, and to appoint 
Deputies to attend at a general Congress for the Colonies, to be held at 
such Time and Place as shall be generally agreed on. 

You may depend upon a continuation of the Correspondence you 
so very Politely began, and at the same Time, Hope for the like on your 
Part, and you may rest assured, that we shall always be ready to adopt 
any measure which may be thought necessary for the good of the 
Community. 


We are Gent. with sincere Regards your very Hble. Servts. 


Lewis July 23d. 1774. | THos. ROBINSON MATTHEW WILLSON 
LEVIN CRAPPER J. Moore 
Boaz MANLOVE JoHn CLOWEs 
JoHN WILTBANK DANL. NUNEZ 
STEPHEN ‘TOWNSEND J. RopNEY 
Davip HALL WILLIAM PEERY 


Copy Certify’d pr. Mark Mc.Call clk. Com. 
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[THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE SUSSEX MEETING] 


[Page 8] 

At a general meeting of the Freeholders and [others, Inhabitants of 
the County of] Sussex on Delaware, at the Court House in [Lewis] Town 
on Saturday the 23d of July 1774. 

This Assembly taking into their very serious consideration the present 
critical situation of American Affairs, of the exclusive Rights of the 
Colonists of imposing Taxes upon themselves, of the invasion of that 
Right by the Statute of 6 Geo: 3d. C. 12 by which Statute and sundry 
others, the Parliament of Great Britain have assumed the Power of 
making Laws to bind the Colonists, without their consent, either by 
themselves or their Representatives: A recent Instance whereof is ex- 
hibited in the late statute, commonly called the Boston PorT BILL. 
Therefore in Order to collect the Voice and Sentiment of this Assembly 
the following Articles were proposed, voted and agreed to. 


I That the Inhabitants of this County do Owe, and will pay due 
Allegiance to his Majesty King George the Third. 


II That it is the inherent Right of British Subjects to be taxed by 
their own consent, or by Representatives chosen by themselves only, and 
that every Act of the British Parliament respecting the internal Police 
of North America is Unconstitutional, and an invasion of our just Rights 
and Privileges. 

Ill That the late Act of Parliament inflicting Pains and Penalties on 
the ‘Town of Boston by blocking up their Harbour, is a precedent justly 
alarming to the British Colonies in America, and entirely inconsistant 
with, and subversive of their Rights and Liberties. 

IV That a Congress of Deputies from the several Colonies of North 
America is the most probable and proper mode of obtaining a redress 
of American Grievances, securing our Rights and Liberties and reestab- 
lishing Peace and harmony between Great Britain and these Colonies, 
on a constitutional Foundation. 

V That the Inhabitants of this County will adopt and carry into 
Execution all and singular such Peaceable and constitutional measures 


as shall be agreed on by a Majority of the Colonies by their deputies 
at the intended Congress. 


[Page 9] 
VI [That the Speaker of the honble.] house of Assembly of this 
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Government be desired to Write to the several Member[s ijn this 
County, Requesting them to convene at New Castle on or by the first 
day [of] August next to appoint Deputies to attend at a general Congress 
for the Colonies at such Time and place as shall be generally agreed on. 

VII That it is our Opinion that it wou’d conduce to the restoration of 
the Liberties of America, should the Colonies enter into a joint Agree- 
ment not to import any Article of British Manufactory, or carry on any 
other branch of Trade, unless under such restrictions as may be agreed 
upon by the Congress. 

Vill That the Committee hereinafter appointed, are hereby desired 
to receive the Subscriptions of such Charitable Persons in this County, 
who shall incline to contribute towards the distressed and Suffering 
Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, and that the Money raised by such 
Subscriptions be disposed of by the said Committee for the Use of the 
said Inhabitants, whom we consider as Suffering in the common Cause 
of America. 

IX That the Committee now to be chosen consist of Thirteen Persons, 
to wit-—Thomas Robinson, Levin Crapper, Boaz Manlove, Benjamin 
Burton and John Wiltbank Esqrs. and Stephen Townsend Gentlemen, 
the Representatives of this County, and David Hall Esqr. the Rev. 
Matthew Willson, Jacob Moore Esgr. Mr. John Clowes, Daniel Nunez 
Esqr. John Rodney Esqr. and Mr. William Peery, who, or any seven 
of them being duly notified are to meet and correspond with the other 
Provinces, and Counties of this Government and to give Instructions 
to our Deputies, for the intended Congress when Chosen, in Order 
that all may Unite in Promoting and endeavouring to attain the great 
and valuable Ends mentioned in the Foregoing Resolutions. 


Signed by Order 
Dav: Train Clk. of Comee. 
Copy Certify’d pr. Mark Mc.Call. Clk. Com. 


[THE KENT COMMITTEE PREPARES TO AID BOSTON] 
[Page 10] Dover Septb. 28th: 1774 


At a meeting [of the following Members of] the Committee of 
[Cor]respondence of this County. Viz Charles Ridgely, William Killen, 
Thomas [Co]llins, Jacob Stout, James Wilks, Thomas Rodney, Richard 
Basset, James Sykes, and Richard Lockwood. The following Letter 
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from the Committee of Donations of the Town of Boston to this Com- 
mittee was read, which is in these Words. to Wit 


Boston Augst. 25th 1774 
GENIN. 


A very kind affectionate and Sympathising Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for New Castle on Delaware, dated Augst 2d 
Instt. has this week come to the hands of the Committee of Donations, 
thro’ the Committee of Correspondence for this Town, to whom said 
Letter was directed. 

The Committee of New Castle write that the Committee of Corre- 
spondence “ for the Counties of Kent and Sussex, have adopted the same 
Measures with them, and expect our Answers also; And that if we are 
Pleased to Inclose our Letters for You, to them, they shall take Care 
to forward them.” 

As we are Straitned for Time we hope You will Excuse us, if we 
Refer You in Part to our Letter to said Committee for New Castle 
Delaware, and Transcribe some Part nearly of what we Wrote to them, 
as follows. 

Your Letter lays us under an additional Obligation, by an Implicit 
Offer to furnish us with Cash or raw Materials, after having heard from 
us. Tis a well known saying, that “ Money answers all Things,” and 
yet so it happens sometimes, that some Articles cannot be had for 
Money. Either Cash, Iron, Hemp or Flax may be sent, as our Friends 
shall find most convenient. It is not easy at first thot nor indeed after 
considerable enquiry to say with any degree of Preciseness what may be 
the Number of Poor Inhabitants distressed by Means of the Boston Port 
Bill, and what Sum may be necessary to Relieve them Annually. 


Thus much we can say that before the Port Bill, the Annual Charges 
for the Support of the Towns Poor were about £2400 Lawful Mo. But 
the Number of the Poor by means of the ‘“ Humane” port Bill is 
doubtless increased in a Two Fold proportion, and considerable Numbers 
who three Months ago lived very comfortably are now spending on the 
little they had laid up against a Rainy Day; but have not yet made 
their Cases known. 

We have not Time to add; Save to request your acceptance of our 
most grateful acknowledgements for such expressions of Benevolence and 
Generosity and [Page 11 that you will daily Supplic]ate the Throne of 
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Grace, that God would shew us his M[ercy and cause us to re]joice in 
his great Salvation. 
[We are] with real Esteem 
Gentn. 
Your much Obliged Hble. Servts. 


* Davin JeFFris per Order of 
the Committee of Donations. 


To the Committee of Correspondence 
for the County of Kent 


And this Committee taking the same into their Consideration, 
Resolved that they will with all convenient Speed, collect Money for 
the Relief of the Poor Inhabitants of Boston, to be remitted to the said 
committee of Donations, before the setting in of the Winter, to be by 
them apply’d to ye Purpose afsd. 

Thereuppon this Committee adjourns untill ye. 22d. day of November 
next. 

Mark McCatt Clk. Com. 


[JAMES SYKES IS APPOINTED TREASURER] 


The Committee of Correspondence met at Dover on the 22d. day of 
November, according to adjournment, and took into consideration the 
Eleventh Resolve of the Continental Congress, and recommended to the 
Inhabitants of this County, the Choosing a Committee of Inspection, 
in the respective Hundreds of said County, for the purposes therein 
mentioned; 

And on Motion that James Sykes Esqr. should be appointed ‘Treasurer 
for receiving and Transmitting the Money collected for the Relief of 
the Poor of the City of Boston, the same was agreed to Nem. Con. On 
Motion, ordered that the several Gentlemen who have taken Subscrip- 
tions for the Poor of Boston, endeavour to collect the same, so as to 
be Able to pay it into the Hands of the Treasurer, on the 7th. day of 
December next. 

Then the Committee adjourned to the said Seventh day of December. 


Mark McCa.t Clk. Com. 
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[THE FIRST FUNDS ARE COLLECTED] 
[Page 12] 

The Committee of Correspondence, me[t at Dover on the 7th. day 
of Decem]ber according to adjournment, for the pur[pose mentioned 
at the last sitting 

Whereuppon the Sum of One hunf{dred and fifteen] Pounds, Two 
Shillings, was paid into the hands of the [Treasurer (for] the Uses here- 
tofore mentioned) by the several Gentlemen who had Subscriptions 
lodged in their Hands so far as by them was at this Time Received; 
as follows Viz. 


By, James Sykes: Esqrstherstimt; Ob i. tam - sitet, deta ee £35-10-0 
Jacob) Stout Esqr. the Sum, Of (4G /.% sxieebretsteey- ee orl eeie 16- 2-6 
or james, Wells: the. Sum.:Ob page iecsesiit ae te <n eee 3- 7-6 
William ?Kalline Esqr. the Sumloi Vg. b ascrireeete een 7- 0-0 
—GharlesRidgely Esqr. the-Sumt Of as... 42 aay pase 15- 0-0 
= Thomas GollinsEsqr.-the Somyot sc Sonen «Yen Gach ee oe 38- 2-0 

Total Amount this day Redd. £115- 2-0 


Then this Committee adjourned to Thursday the Twenty Second of 
this Instant 


Mark Mc.Catt Clk. Com. 


[THE PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE CALLS ATTENTION TO 
A TORY LETTER] 


Dover, Febry. 15th. 1775 
The Committee of Correspondence in and for Kent County on 
Delawe. mei, to Consider of a Letter this day Received by said Com- 
mittee from the Committee of Philada. which being read is in the 
following Words Viz. 


Puivapa. Febry. 13th. 1775 
GENTLEMEN 


We are directed by our General Committee to inclose to You a 
News Paper which contains a Letter said to be received from a Gentle- 
man in Your County, and which reflects highly on the known public 
Spirit and Virtue of your Inhabitants. 

Our Enemies are indefatigable in their Attempts to divide and ruin 
us. It therefore becomes Necessary for Your County to do justice to 
themselves and to the American Cause, by taking Notice of the Letter 
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Referred to. And if it contains Sentiments, as we believe it does, 
contrary to those of your County in general, we hope that you will 
embrace the Earliest Opportunity of contradicting it. 
[Page 13 
We are Gentlemen ‘ 
Your Friends] an[d] Humble Servants 


Jos. Reap 

Gro. CLYMER Committe of Correspon- 
THOMAS BARCLAY dence for City & Liberties 
SAML: MEREDITH of Philada. and Province 
THos. MIFFLIN of Pennsylvania 


Jona. B. SMITH 


To Caesar Rodney and William Killin Esqrs. to be communicated to 
the Committee of Kent County. 

The Following is the Letter Referred to as Published in the Pennsyl- 
vania Ledger No. B. as now Transcribed therefrom. Viz. 


[A TORY COMMENTS UPON CONDITIONS IN KENT COUNTY]: 


* EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM KENT COUNTY ON DELAWARE 


With regard to political matters, the people here begin to change 
their sentiments, concluding in their more deliberate moments that such 
violent measures as have been pursued will not heal, but on the contrary, 
widen the breach; many who have kept their sentiments to themselves 
begin to whisper their dislike of the proceedings gone into. I believe 
the Friendly Address and other performances of the moderate stamp have 
done much good in opening the blind eyes of many, and when people 
come to taste feelingly of the hardships which a suspension of trade 
will occasion they will all change sides; nay, I believe if the King’s 
standard were now erected nine out ten would repair to it. 

The people have not, tll lately, considered the consequences of 
a civil war with so brave and powerful a nation as that of Great Britain; 
the heat and rage of party had not given them leisure to reflect on the 
devastation and havock it would occasion: and if our rashness should 
yet bring one on, Quere, if such reflections as these would not arise 


3A blank space has been left on page 13 of the MS for the letter, which was 
never added. It is inserted below from the Pennsylvania Ledger (Philadelphia) , 


Reba Jeli 75: 
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with many? I have seen this land blessed with peace and plenty, under 
the happiest form of government in the world; every branch of business 
flourishing; men secured in their liberty and property; a trade open to 
foreign ports of the world, which occasioned a ready sale for our produce. 
I have been in possession of a wife and many children, some of whom 
are numbered among the slain and others far separated; I have lived 
in a happy, harmonious neighborhood, where the violence of party, 
and the appellations of Whig and Tory were unknown. Who could 
think that a three penny duty on tea could have occasioned all these 
difficulties, when only a refusal to purchase the article would have 
kept us free? * 


[THE COMMITTEE DISAGREES] 


Whereupon the Committee sent the following Letter in Answer, to 
the Committee of Philada. Viz. 


Dover Febry. 15th. 1775 
GENTLEMEN 


We were this Morning favoured with Yours of 13th. Instant, inform- 
ing us of the purport of a piece of intelligence published in the Pennsyl- 
vania Ledger of Saturday last, said to be an Extract of a Letter from 
Kent County [Page 14] on Delaware, very injurious to the [public 
Spirit of the Inhabitants of the] County. 

We can Assure You from the knowledge [we have of] the Sentiments 
of the Inhabitants, that they have not in the least changed their Opinions 
with Respect to the important Subject if dispute between the Mother 
Country and the British Colonies in America, and are as well disposed 
to make a Virtuous Stand against Tyranny and Oppression, (from 
Whatsoever Quarter they may threaten us,) as the—Inhabitants of any 
other of these Colonies; And that the said Extract is a base Calumny, 
replete with Falshood, and only. designed by the Wicked insiducus 
Author, to cause divisions, and Excite Mutual Suspicions and distrust 
in the Minds of Americans, Weaken our Hands & prepare the Way for 
an easy Victory to the Enemies of America. 

We would therefore request the favour of your Committee, to call 
upon the Printer of the above Paper, to discover if he can, the Author 
of this Piece of Slander, and that this Letter may be published in the 
Philadelphia News Papers 


We conclude Gentlemen with our grateful Acknowledgements to You 
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for Your Vigilance and Care, in endeavouring to Guard and preserve 
the Rights and Privileges of America in General. 


Signed by Order of a full Committee for Kent County 
Mark Mc.Cati Com. of Correspde. 


To JosepH REED and Tuos. MIFFLIN Esqr. 
to be communicated to the Committee of Correspondence for Philada. 


[£200 IS COLLECTED FOR BOSTON RELIEF] 


Dover March Ist. 1775 


The Committee of Correspondence in and for Kent. County, met, 
and James Sykes Esqr. the Treasurer, begged leave to Lay before the 
Committee, a State of the Acct. of Moneys by him Received for the Use 
of Boston Poor, and the Payment thereof Which he is permitted to do, 
and stands as follows. Viz 


[Page 15] 
Boston Poor TO JAMES SYKES 


‘TREASURER OF COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE FOR KENT COUNTY 


Dr. 
1775 eae: Cr. 
Janry. 26th. to Cash sent) By Cash Rec'd. from 
to Philada. by Mr. Mark aco eStoursESGaa. os Fe nis £16-2-6 
Mc.Call to Mr. Andrew By D{itt]o from 
Soz; to purchase a Bill of James Wells at Twice..... 4-2-6 
Exchange on some Per- EU By Do. from 
son in Boston—payable | William T. Killin Esq..... 7-0-0 
to the Honble. Thomas By Do. Chas. Ridgely Esqr... 15-0-0 
Cushing Esqr. for the ) By Do. Thos. Collins Esqr.. 38-2-0 
Use of the Poor there as By Do. Caesar Rodney Esqr. 
@ Rect. hisroUbsenipne LEP. ioe 10-0-0 
By Do. Doctr. Sam McCall. 
URIS Omari nte re te le 3-0-0 
By Do. from 
ilihos. Rodneysisqre) .. 0.12 25-0-0 


By Do. from Docte. Haslet, 
Diya Vv ee Killeni> waz. ci,» stares 10-15-0 
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By Do. from sundries 

who Subscribed 

to the Paper 

in my Hands 47-15 
By Cash Advanced by 

Caesar Rodney Esqr. 

to make up £200, to be 

repaid him when collected — 23-? 

£200- 


Errors Excepted 
42 James Sykes Treasurer Committee. 


This Account being Exhibited to the Committee 
was inspected and approved March Ist. E77: 
CHARLES RIDGELY 
Chairman 


[THE PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE INVESTIGATES] 


[Page 16] Dover March 2d. 1775 


The Committee again Met to Consfide]r of a Letter f[rom th 
Committee of Philada. which is as follows. Viz 


Committee Chamber Febry. 2Ist. 1775 
(GENTLEMEN 


In Compliance with Your favour of the 15th. Instant such Measure 
have been taken by this Committee, upon the Publication in the Pennsy 
vania Ledger of the 11th. Inst. as Appeared to us most likely to procur 
You the Satisfaction you desire 


As You will doubtless judge it of the utmost importance to prosecut 
the enquiry, and see the Necessity of tracing the Publication to ii 
Author in Your County, if such a One does actually Exist: 


We here inclose You the Process and Result of our Applicatio1 


which we trust has been Conducted in such a Manner as You wi 
Approve.— 
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We are Respectfully Your humble Servts. 


Jos: ReEp— 

THos. BARCLAY 

JAMES MEASE Committee of Correspon- 
Jona. B. SMITH dence for the City and 
JOHN BENEZET © Liberties of Philadelphia 


JouHN NIxon 
Gro. CLYMER 
JOHN CADWALADER 


To the Committee of the County of Kent on Delaware 


Extracts from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Committee for the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia 
Feb. 18th. 1775. 

A Letter from the Committee of Kent County was read, being an 
Answer to the Letter Written to them by this Committee, on the Subject 
of a Publication in Mr. Humphrey’s last News Paper. [Page 17] 
[Ordere]d that said Leiter be Pub[lis]hed in all the News Papers of this 
City. 

The Committee of Kent County, having requested this Committee 
to call on Mr. Humpfhjreys, to discover the Author of said Publication 

Upon Motion Resolved that Mess. Cadwalader Mifflin & Mease, be 
a Committee to Wait on Mr. Humphreys. And they are directed to 
shew him the Letfer this Committee have Received from Kent; And 
When he has read it, they are directed to Ask him the following Question 
Viz. 

Who is the Author of the Extract of a Letter published in Your 
Paper on 11th. Instant, said to have been Received from Kent County 
on Delaware? If Mr. Humphreys cannot or Will not answer the above, 
the Committee are directed to Ask him, who delivered the said Extract 
to him, for Publication: and having Received his Answer in Writing, 
they are to Report Accordingly. 

The Gentlemen appointed to Wait upon Mr. Humphreys, returned 
and delivered Mr. Humphrey’s Answer in Writing; that he does not 
know the Author of the Extract, but that it was delivered to him by 
Mr. Richard Vaux. | 

Resolved that Messrs. Cadwalader, Barclay, Cox, Mease and Shee, 
be directed to wait upon Mr. Vaux, and inform him of the Steps the 
Committee has taken; And having shewn him the Letter from Kent, 
and Mr. Humphreys’ Answer; To inform him, that before this Com- 
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mittee Return any Answer to the County of Kent, they will give him an 
Opportunity of Answering the Following Questions. 

Are You the Author of the Extract of a Letter, published in Mr. 
Humphrey’s Paper as from Kent County? 

If you are not the Author, from whom did you receive said Extract? 

The Gentlemen appointed to wait upon Mr. Vaux, Returned and 
Reported that Mr. Vaux is out of Town. 

Ordered that the same Gentlemen, do wait upon Mr. Vaux on 
Monday Morning next; And having shewn him the Letter &c. and 
proposed to him the Questions as above, they are to Report to this 
Committee on Monday Evening next. 


Adjourned to Monday Evening 6 OClock 


[Page 18] Mon{daly Febry. 20th. 1775 

The Committee appointed to Wait upon Mr. Vaux, ma{de t]heir 
Report in Writing 

Resolved Unanimously that the Answer of Mr. Richd. Vaux to 
the Second Question proposed to him, with Respect to the Persons 
from Whom he received the Extract of a Letter as from Kent County, 
published in the Pennsylvania Ledger of 11th. Instant is Unsatisfactory; 
And that Mr. Vaux be made acquainted with this Resolve. 

Resolved Unanimously, that unless the said Mr. Vaux, do give a 
Categorical Answer to the said Question, before ye. next Meeting of 
this Committee, the Matter shall be Considered as resting with him; 
And that a Copy of the Proceedings of this Committee on this Subject, 
be transmitted to the Committee of Kent County. 

Ordered that a Copy of the above Resolves, signed by the Secretary, 
be immediately sent to Mr Vaux, by the Door keeper. 


Adjourned to To Morning 11. OClock 


February 2Ist. 1775 


A Letter was brought into this Committee from Mr. Richard Vaux, 
and was read. as follows. Viz. 


GENTLEMEN 


In Answer to Your Queres to me I do not Wish to put a Wrong 
Construction upon the Meaning of Your first Quere, And will not 
Suppose You intend any Reflection on my Character, therefore I Answer 
that I am not the Author of said Extract. 

In Answer to the second Question, I hereby Acquaint you that the 
Gentlemen who assured me he Received the Letter in Question from 
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Kent, and gave me an Extract thereof, to hand to the Printer, has since 
called at his Office, to give up his Name Who being out of Town, he 
has sent a Letter to said Office to that Purport; when the Printer 
Returns You will make such Application to him, as You may judge 
proper. 

[Page 19] [Hav]ing thus A[nswéred the] Questions Proposed, I 
apprehend [m]y Conduct will a[ppear en]tirely inoffensive, and justifi- 
able on the Principles o[f Honour] and Friendship 


Febry. 21st. 1775. 

I now Inform You Gentlemen of the Committee, that since I gave 
my Answer to the Queres, I have understood that Mr. James Humphreys 
Senr. to whom the Letter was Yesterday Offered, in Order to give to 
his Son, declared he would not deliver the said Letter to his Son on his 
Return; And the Gentleman being thereby deprived of an Opportunity 
of giving up his Name to the Printer; The said Gentleman who as I 
have Already said gave me the Extract in Question has this Morning 
sent off an Express to the President of ye. Committee of Kent County, 
Avowing himself to be the publisher of said Extract, he Apprehending 
it will be most Satisfactory to the said Committee, to have it under 
his Own Hand 

RICHARD VAUX 


To Messrs. JoHN Cox. THos. BARCLAY JOHN SHEE JAMES MEANE [sic] 


Acting in behalf of the Committee 


Resolved that a Letter be Written to the Committee of Kent County, 
inclosing the Proceedings of this Committee, in Consequence of their 
Request to discover the Author of the Extract in the Ledger; And that 
the same be sent forward to that County by an Express, As Mr. Vaux’s 
Conduct is yet unsatisfactory 


A true Copy from the Minutes of the Committee 


Certified By Jona. B. Situ Secry. 


[JABEZ MAUD FISHER DEFENDS THE LIBERTY OF PRESS] 
[Page 20] [Dover] March 2d. [1775] 


The Committee also took into [Considera]tion a Letter from [Jabe]z 
Maud Fisher, directed to the Chair[man of thil]s Committee, which was 
read and is in the following [Words] Viz. 
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To THE CoMMITTEE OF KENT COUNTY 

GENTLEMEN 

I Received a Letter from Kent County, an Extract whereof—Appeared 
in the Pennsylvania Ledger of 11th. Febry.—I do assure You that the 
said Extract is faithfully taken from the Original, that my Name is 
lodged with the Printer, as the Person who Recd. the Letter, And I have 
Offered him the most entire information relative to its Authenticity— 
but he is Satisfied—At the same Time permit me to inform You that 
any Attempts to discover the Author will not Avail—it being so great a 
Violation of the Liberty of the Press to demand it—And this Liberty of 
the Press has been so warmly Recommended by the Congress, that I 
cannot Suppress my Astonishment, that a Committee appointed to 
Execute their Resolves, should Appear so Active in it—And for my 
part I am determined never to give him up. In this Resolution I am 
confident I shall be Supported by every true Friend to Liberty—I would 
be far from meaning to censure so truly a respectable Body as the Com- 
mittee of Your County, but I confess I was not a little Surprized to find 
the illiberal Attacks upon the Author, he being charged with “a base 
Calumny and—Falsehood’”” When I well know he is capable of neither, 
And that he is a true Friend to Constitutional Liberty, And his whole 
Letter is Nothing but mere matter of Opinion. 


JABEZ Maup FIsHER 
PuiLaD 21st. Febry. 1775 


[THE KENT COMMITTEE IS UNSATISFIED] 


[Page 21] Whereupon [the Com]mittee sent the following Letter to 
the Committee of Philadelphia, in Answer to their last, Viz. 


GENTLEMEN 


Your Letter of the 21st. Febry. last, is now before us; And we thank 
You for the Pains You have taken to discover the Author of the Letter 
from Which the Extract Published in the Pennsylvania Ledger of 11th. 
Febry. Ulto. was taken, which though ineffectual will tend to deter 
inconsiderable People from putting off their crude and ill formed 
Opinions, upon the World, as Serious Truths. Indeed it is to be expected 
in a free Government like ours, When all Men have been Used to 
Think and to speak what they Please; That even the exploded Doctrines 
of passive Obedience and non Resistance, absurd as they are, may meet 
with some advocates. But we think we can with great Confidence Say, 
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the People here are Animated with a Noble Zeal in the general Cause; 
Nor can we without feeling the Warmest Indignation, bear to think of 
any Attempt to deprive us of our just Rights and Privileges. We Love 
and venerate the happy and free Constitution, under which we were 
born, & have lived: And we hold Sacred the Liberty of the Press as 
one of its main Supports; Which has ever been most Cherrished at 
those Periods, that public Liberty was most Valued, and the Personal 
Safety of the Subject, was most the Object of Attention to the Legislative 
and Executive Powers. 

In this Channel has General Knowledge and the Love of Liberty 
been disseminated through the British Empire. Our Fathers protected 
the Press with a jealous Eye; Considering every attack upon it, a Prelude 
to an Attack upon the Constitution. We who are, or hope we are, 
Animated with the same Generous Sentiments, should be Sorry to see 
the Press Shut to fair Political discussion: We think the great and 
glorious Cause which engages the present Attention of America; cannot 
Suffer by it. Besides we look upon it as the indubitable Right of every. 
English Subject, to deliver his Opinion to the Public, upon every 
Constitutional Question. When this ceases [Page 22] to be the Case, 
Liberty will be but a [Name.] Freedom an Em[pty] Phanto[m] 

This Part of our Letter is in Answer to a Letter from Mr. Jabez 
Maud Fisher, to our Chairm[an]; dated 21st. Febry., and Received by 
him on the 25th. a Copy whereof we send You; in which he puts much 
Stress on the Freedom of the Press; But we Apprehend on this 
Occasion, that Liberty has been Abused. We would Observe that if the 
Author of the Letter is not capable of “Calumny and Falsehood” (as 
he Asserts) The Committee of Correspondence and Inspection of Kent 
County have been guilty of both. 


We are Gentlemen with great Respect, your most Obedient Humble 
Servants 


Signed by order of the Committee of Correspondence 


CHARLES RipGELY Chairman 
2 March. 1775. 
Dover Kent County on Delaware 
To Messrs. JosEpH READ or THOMAS MIFFLIN, for the Committee of 
Correspondence for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 
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[ROBERT HOLLIDAY EXPRESSES REGRET] + 
* To THE COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION FOR KENT COUNTY ON DELAWARE 


Dover, Tuesday, May 2, 1775, P.M. 


The Committee met by adjournment, when the following Letter 
was laid before them by the President of the Committee of Correspond- 
ence for said County: 


“T acknowledged to have wrote a piece (and did not sign it) since 
said to be an extract of a Letter from Kent County on Delaware, pub- 
lished in Humphreys’s Ledger, No. 3. It was not dated from any place, 
and is somewhat altered from the original. I folded it up, and directed 
the same to Joshua Fisher and Sons. I had no intention to have it 
published, and further let them know, the author thought best it should 
not be published, nor did I think they would. I am sincerely sorry I 
ever wrote it, as also for its being published, and hope I may be excused 
for this my first breach in this way, and I intend it shall be the last. 


RosBERT HOL.LIDAY. 


Resolved unanimously, That this be not satisfactory, and that Mr. 
Holliday appeared, and offered to make the necessary concessions for 
his conduct. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
Mr. Holliday’s concessions in writing: 

This being done, Mr. Holliday waited on the Committee with his 
concessions, drawn up in the form of an Address, as follows: 


Tuesday, May 9, p.m. 


The Committee met according to adjournment, when Mr. Holliday 
appeared, and offered to make the necessary concessions for his conduct. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
Mr. Holliday’s concessions in writing. 

This being done, Mr. Holliday waited on the Committee with his 
concessions, drawn up in the form of an Address, as follows: 


To THE COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION FOR KENT COUNTY ON DELAWARE: 


GENTLEMEN: 


With sorrow and contrition for my weakness and folly, I confess 


4 Pennsylvania Journal (Philadelphia) , May 14, 1775. 
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myself the author of the Letter from which an extract was published in 
the third number of Humphreys’s Ledger, said to be from Kent County, 
on Delaware, but at the same time do declare it was published without 
my consent, and not without some alterations. 

I am now convinced the political sentiments therein contained were 
founded in the grossest errour, more especially that malignant insinua- 
tion, that “if the King’s Standard were now erected, nine out of ten 
would repair to it,” could not have been suggested but from the deepest 
insinuation. True, indeed, it is, the people of this County have ever 
shown a zealous attachment to His Majesty’s person and Government, 
and whenever he raised his standard in a just cause, were ready to 
flock to it; but let the severe account, I now render to an injured people 
witness to the world, that none are more ready to oppose tyranny, or to 
be first in the cause of liberty, than the inhabitants of Kent County. 

Conscious that I can render no satisfaction adequate to the injuries 
done my Country, I can only beg the foregiveness of my countrymen 
upon those principles of humanity which may induce them to consider 
the frailty of human nature. And I do profess and promise, that I will 
never again oppose those laudable measures necessarily adopted by my 
countrymen for the preservation of American freedom, but will cooperate 
with them to the utmost of my abilities, in their virtuous struggle for 
liberty, so far as is consistent with my religious principles.” 


ROBERT HOLLIDAY 
Voted satisfactory. 
Published by order of the Committee, 


Tuomas Nixon, JR. Clerk.* 


[A TAX COLLECTOR IS ASSAULTED] >* 


* ExTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DucK-CREEK, KENT COUNTY, 
March 13, 1775. 


A few days ago, a certain Byrns, a young man lately from England, 
in some capacity as a Tax-gatherer, near Georgetown, but who lately 
sold his commission, and probably spent the money, stopped two 
waggons, on their way from Duck-Creek, Cross-Roads, to the head of 
Chester, and seized them as forfeited to the King, for reasons best known 


5 Ibid., Mar. 22, 1775. See also O. M. Dickerson, “ The Attempt to Extend British 
Customs Controls over Intercolonial Commerce by Land,” South Atlantic Quarterly 
(July, 1951), L, 361-68. 
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to himself, and made their drivers follow him with them, to Downes’s 
tavern, and there stepping in to get a drink, he presently came out, 
and missing the waggons, pushed after, soon overtook them, and was 
returning, when several young men met him, who first knocked up his 
heels, and then took his gun, laid it in the road, and made the waggons 
drive over it twice or thrice, till they had rendered it entirely useless. 
They then tied a grape vine provided for that purpose, about his neck, 
and dragged him to a mill, not far distant, where they primed him over 
a little, not having a sufficient quantity of varnish to give him a compleat 
gloss, then gently sprinkling the feathers of an old pillow over that they 
led him into George-town, where they drenched him with Newberry 
rum and water, taken from a duck-hole, until it began to work upward 
in imitation of a severe puke, (but found a different method from 
that now in practice by the physicians, of turning its operation down- 
wards) which was this,—They led him like a victim, unto a duck-hole, 
where they launched him with such swiftness, that the other shore 
brought him up; in this situation they had him for some time, at last 
they made him fast with the grape-vine, and brought him to a confession. 
He damned Bute, North and all their brethren and followers, for a 
parcel of Ministerial Sons of Bitches, and that the Americans were a 
generous, spirited, and much injured people, &c. They then gave him 
a terrestial absolution, on condition, that he would immediately trans- 
port himself to Europe, and there speak the sentiments now delivered, 
which being agreed to, he set out the same evening for Boston.* 


[THE COMMITTEE CONDEMNS THE MALTREATMENT OF 
JOSEPH PARSONS, CONSTABLE] ¢ 


* AT A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE HELD AT DOVER 
THE 26TH JULY 1775 


A certain Joseph Parsons having informed this Committee, that a 
number of disorderly persons in Murderkill Hundred, on the 11th 
Instant, did Tar and Feather him without provocation, and for no other 
reason than, that he was a Constable, with a declaration, that they 
should pay no longer any obedience to the Civil Authority; for that 
there was no King, nor any Law since the passing the Quebec Bill.— 
and the Committee having received information of a like Licentious 
Spirit prevailing in divers parts of this County; and concieving [sic] it 


6 Ridgely Papers, Morse Collection, Vol. VIII. 
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absolutely necessary to exert themselves to suppress a Disposition so 
dangerous to the Good People of this County, Unanimously Resolved, 
That it is the Duty of every Man to support the happy System of Govern- 
ment under which we have hitherto lived; and to aid, on all occasions 
the Civil Magistrates in the Legal Discharges of their Duty; and more 
especially in the suppressing such as shall violate the Peace, and under 
a pretence of a Dissolution of Government, injure the persons or 
properties of their Neighbours. 

And this Committee will use their utmost Power to discountenance 
so dangerous a Spirit and give the Magistrates their immediate assistance 
on all such occasions, when called on.* 


[1HE COMMITTEE SUMMONS VARNUM AND THORNE]? 


[Page 25] Further Transactions of the Committee of Correspondence, 
in and for the Kent County on Delaware. 


Beginning September 7th. A: Dom. 1775. 
By Mark Mc.Cali Clk. to Com. Cor. 


Wuereas by the Ninth Rule or Resolution of the Present Committee 
of Inspection for this County late Convened in Dover, at the House of 
Major French Battell, on ye. Seventeenth Day of August last; Thomas 
Rodney, James Tilton, William Killin, John Banning, & Vincent 
Loockerman, were Appointed a Committee of Correspondence, to receive 
and Answer Letters, and Transact other necessary Business in the Vaca- 
tion of ye. Committee &c. &c. and to make Report of their Proceedings 
to the Said Committee of Inspection at their next sitting &c. 

In consequence whereof the said Committee of Correspondence 
having Convened in Dover on the 7th. day of September, Anno Dom. 
1775, and Appointed Thomas Rodney Esqr. Chairman to said Committee 
and Mr. Mark Mc.Call Clerk. Proceeded on Business as follows, Viz 

This Committee having Received Information that Lieut. Daniel 
Varnam had Used Language Expressive of Sentiments Unfavourable 
to the true Interest of America, in her present imporiant Struggle with 
Great Britain. 

[Page 26] Therefore Resolved tha[t said] Daniel Varnam be Noticed 
to Attend on the Committee [of] Inspection at their next Meeting on 
Monday ye. 11th. Instant at the House of French Battell in Dover; And 


7 Pages 23 and 24 of the MS are blank. 
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that John Johnson and James Newman be desired to Attend as Witnesses 
on the above Occasion. 

Information being made to this Committee, that the Revd. Mr. 
Thorn of said County did’ Neglect and Refuse to Observe 20th. day 
of July last past, as a day of Humilation Fasting and Prayer, in high 
Contempt of the Appointment and Recommendation of the Honorable 
Continental Congress And Also Uttered certain Words and Expressions 
tending to Cause Divisions, and excite Unusual Jealosies among the 
Good People of said County, in relation to their Virtuous Opposition 
to the Arbitrary Attempts of the Ministry and Parliament of great 
Britain to enslave America. 


Resolved that the said Revd. Mr. Thorn be Noticed to Attend on the 
Committee of Inspection for said County, on Monday ye 11th: Instant 
at French Battells in Dover, then and there to Answer the Premises. 


Resolved that Serjeants John Willson and John Casson, be requested 
to serve the above Named Persons with Notices. 


The Committee Adjourned. 


[DR. RIDGELY IS SUMMONED] 
September 11th. 1775 


This Committee having Convened the Members all present, Infor- 
mation was made to them, that on the 2|st day of July last, being the 
Day after [Page 27] the Fast Day, Doctor Charles Ridgely of this 
County in Conversation relative to the present Unhappy Differences 
between Great Britain and her American Colonies, (with Mr. Daniel 
Mifflin of this County at said Mifflins House,) was heard to express 
himself ® to the following Purpose. Viz 

“That a Man of War, or more, would soon be in ye River.” On 
being asked if the floating Batteries would not take her he hooted at 
the Proposition, as Chimerical, and declared it as his Opinion “ That 
Twenty Rogallies would Signify Nothing in Contest with a Twenty 
Gun Ship, for that the Ships Men could go out on the Yard Arms, and 
Shoot down the Men in the Galleys, as fast as they could come up; That 


8In the manuscript, the quotation printed above which begins “To the following 
purpose,” was substituted by the secretary for the following sentence which was 
crossed out: “many words and Sentences inimical to the Interest of America and 
tending to discourage the Good People of this Count 
Virtuous Opposition to the Arbitrary and T 
and Parliament, &c, &c.” 


y from Persevering in the 
yrannical Measures of the British Ministry 
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he Allowed we could not defend ourselves against the Powers of England, 
that the Colonists were therefore too hot headed, in their high Notions 
of Resistance;—that he did not Approve of their taking up Arms, it 
Appeared to him like Rebellion; That if they had not taken Up Arms, 
And had been more cool and Moderate, Our Differences would in his 
Opinion, been settled sooner; That we had heard of One Battle at 
Bunkers Hill, And we should soon hear of an Other small One at 
Philadelphia, and another smart one in Virginia, which would settle 
the Point for us, and bring us to Terms”; That on Mention of the 
brave Resistance at Bunkers Hill he replied, “that it was well enough 
to Amuse ye People [Page 28] with such Stories, to keep them in Heart, 
but that he did not believe half of them.” In Course of Conversation 
he being Asked, whether he thought the Members of the Continental 
Congress, were sensible Men; He Replied “they might be, but he did 
not think they Acted like sensible Men; that he did not Approve of 
their Proceedings he thought them too forward; He being further Asked 
what Merchants would do, when Trade was Stopped; “‘ that Trade was- 
not stopped here, nor would it be; That he was confident Robert 
Holliday’s Letter, had been of Great Service to this Government in that 
Respect, for that it had been Viewed in the House of Commons, and 
thought a great Deal of, &c. &c.” 


Resolved that the above Information, be laid fully before the Com- 
mittee of Inspection, for this County, this Day on their Sitting, together 
also with the Proceeding—Transactions and Resolutions of this Com- 
mittee.° 


‘THOMAS RODNEY IS ATTACKED FOR DEFENDING RIDGELY 


At a Time when I was Chairman of the Comm. of Inspection for 
Kent And when the Chairman with Wm Killen & Doctr. Tilton were 
a sub-Comm. to Act in the recess of the genl. Comm. Information was 
made to Killen & Tilton agt. Doctr. Ridgely by John Dawson (Printer) 
for words sd. respecting Robt. Hollidays Letter which had made a 
great Noise—They call on me for a Meeting of Sub-Comm. and Dawson 
was examined & a Summons Order’d by Sub-Comm. for the Doctr: 
to appear before the Genl. Comm. at their Next meeting—I as Chairman 


9 Here ends the “ Book of Proceedings.” 

10 This account and the succeeding one, both in the handwriting of Thomas 
Rodney, were laid in the manuscript book when it was presented to the Society. The 
style indicates these are from a series of his drafts on the subject. 
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Issued the Summons—When the Doctor Received it he came to my 
House to know the full Charge I shewed him Dawson Deposition & what 
the sub- Comm. had directed—as a great popular Clamour was raised 
in the mean Time agt. the Doctr: he asked me what he had best do? 
i told him as to the Charge I viewd it a frivolous but Such a Clamour 
had been raised as made his Situation Serious——And he Must Either 
go out of the way, or prepare a defence to meet the Comm. If he 
went away he would be thought guilty & his family would be in danger 
—That I would rather advise him to stay & meet the charge without 
being afraid—He determined on this—& accordingly appeard before 
the Comm. & made his defence but tho Clamour out doors was very 
great & Tar & feathers prepaired for him expecting his condemnation— 
And after hearing his deffence, Killen & Tilton urged his condemnation 
most vehemently a long time & little or nothing was said by other 
Members for him, Such was the dread of the popular Resentments— 
But when they were all done Speaking & called for the question I rose 
from the Chair & prefaced put[tin]g the question by a warm & pathetic 
Address to the Comm. in which I represented the Doctrs. Virtues Talents 
& public Services & the then Situation of his family & the consiquences 
that in case of Conviction would fall on them—and considering the 
nature of our Struggle & how apt men were to differ in Political Senti- 
ments deemed the charge as frivolous and concluded with a warm & 
animated address to the feelings & Tender passion of the Comme. & 
then put the Question whereupon a Majority of the Comme. voted 
acquittal to the Doctr. but Killen Tilton & 8 others voted for Condem- 
nation—so he was cleared—The Comme. then rose & I walked home 
Between Killen & Tilton When we had left the Multitude Tilton said 
to me From this time forward you ought to bare the blame of all the 
Toryism of this State Killen affirmd this Too;—I asked them—They 
replied because I had Protected the [‘‘}Ringleader” I told them I had 
acted uprightly & must bare the Consiquence—Next Morning I went 
into Killens and Parson Miller was there, and attacked me most 
Vehemently for Clearing the Doctr. declaring I ought to have been Tard 
& Featherd—I heard them with Horror & considerable Warmth & Told 
My views were upright in Establishing the Liberty of My County but 
that I had no private resentments to gratify and would not abet those 


violent deeds which I viewed as a gross Violation of Patriotism. They 
burnt with Indignation but sd. no more. 


This Same Parson afterwards put his son apprentice to Doctr. 
Ridgely & since the Revolution He & Killen & the Doctr. have been 


combined to do me every Injury—I leave this as An Instance of what 
Mankind is 
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RODNEY’S ACCOUNT OF THE HOLLIDAY AND 
RIDGELY CASES 


The Committee of Correspondence appointed by the People in July 
1774. proceeded as directed by the People to Collect Contributions for 
Boston and forwarded the Sum of Six hundred pounds from this Colony 
—and Afterwards in the Month February 1775—The Committee Re- 
ceived a Letter from the Committee of Correspondence of the City 
of Philadelphia Inclosing a Newspaper Wherein was published an 
Extract of a Letter said to be written from Some person in Kent reflecting 
on Patriotism of the Inhabitants of that County. To which the Com- 
mittee of Kent returned the following answer (here inserts their Letter 
verbatum) 14 

In coplyance with the foregoing request the Committee of Philada. 
persued the Enquiry after the Author, and Transmitted a Copy of 
their proceedings but it appeared to the Committee of Kent that the 
Matter could not be further persued without Violating the Freedom 
of the Press However and at the same time, they received at the same 
Time a Letter from J{abez]. M{aud]. F[isher]. who avowed that he 
had received the Letter from a Respectable Man in Kent & had handed 
the Extract to Mr. Vaux who had handed it to the Press, but that he 
would not give the authors name and the Committee of Kent thought 
the Matter Could not be persued further without Violating the freedom 
of the Pres—However it soon after became know[n] that R[obert]. 
H[olliday]. was the author of the Letter—from which Said Extract was 
Taken—but the business being more within the Sphere of the Committee 
of Inspection, It was afterwards taken up by them and they called the 
Said Author before them but upon Enquiry the said Letter Containing 
nothing but Mere Matter of individuals opinion the author was dismissed 
Nevertheless the Extract had made Such a Noise that it rendéred the 
Author very unpopular and was the Cause of Much Uneasiness to 
himself his family & his friends. 

This was the first thing that expressed any sentiments openly adverse 
to the American cause in the Colony of Delaware which caused the 
Author to Incur the Greatest Publick Resentment, but after the com- 
mencement of the war the publications of the Insidious propositions of 
Lord North Those who were more attached to England than to the 
Liberty of their Country began Secretly to disseminate adverse senti- 


11 See above, “ Book of Proceedings,” MS page 12 ff. Rodney did not copy this 
correspondence. 
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ments and many who were influenced thereby to speak or act openly 
were at different Times called before the Committee of Inspection & 
Some Suffered by the popular resentment of the people yet most of them 
were too Inconsiderable to excite a Condemnation by the Committee, 
- Yet One Instance of more Consideration Occured Doctr. R[idgely]. 
who had long been a popular Man & much respected and who had been 
Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence in prosecuting the 
Enquiery after the author of the Extract Afsd. and who was also at the 
same time one of the Representatives of Kent, In the.Month of September 
1775 Expressed Sentiments so adverse and discouraging to the American 
Cause, That it rendered him intirely unpopular and information being 
formally made to the Committee they were obliged in Compliance with 
the Voice of the People to Call him before them and make a full 
Enquiery, and His Sentiments upon a hearing appeared to them not 
Only not only indiscrete but in some degree Criminal Yet in Considera- 
tion of his former usefulness, and out of regard to his young & rising 
family they dismissed him without Censure. But the popular resentment 
of the People Nevertheless Continued long and caused great trouble and 
Anxiety both to him and his family. For Such was the Importance of 
the cause that the People could not bare a Sentiment Adverse to it. 
Untill the Violences Committed by Some Whose Zeal hurried them into 
Tumultuous excesses not warranted by the rulling powers induced more 
moderate Men to fear worse Evils from that Sorce than was consistant 
with the Just & Virtuous Cause in Which they were Engaged and This 
inclined the People more to that side which now saw it most prudent 
whatever their Sentiments were to Cloak them with Moderation. 


DANIEL VARNUM RETRACTS LOYALIST SENTIMENTS % 
In COMMITTEE, OcTOBER 16, 1775 


The Committee of Inspection and Observation, in and for Kent 
County, having met according to appointment, Daniel Varnum appeared 
before this Committee, according to special notice, in answer to his, 
said Varnum’s using certain expressions deemed inimical to the welfare 
and true interest of America. 

Whereupon it appearing by evidence offered to the Committee, as 
well as by said Varnum’s own confession, that he, the said Daniel 
Varnum in speaking of our present troubles, declared “he had in lief 


12 Pennsylvania Journal, Nov. 29, 1775. 
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be under a tyrannical King as a tyrannical Commonwealth, especially 
if the d-d Presbyterians had the rule of it.” 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Daniel Varnum be censured for 
his said unfriendly expression, and be ordered to make publick acknowl- 
edgements for his said offence. 

By order of the Committee, the following concessions were drawn 
up, approved of, and signed by the said Daniel Varnum: 


“ Being conscious that such language, by me used (as above set 
forth) is the language of the worst of enemies to America, and that it 
hath a direct tendency to injure the common cause, in which all should 
be engaged, take this publick method of declaring my sorrow for my 
imprudence and folly, and that in future I will pay a strict regard to 
the resolves of the Continental Congress, and rules and directions of the 
Committees of said County, carefully avoiding every thing that has the 
least tendency to violate or contravene the same.” 

DANIEL VARNUM 


A true copy of the proceedings: By order of the Committee to be 
published. Mark McCall, Clerk of the Committee of Inspection. 


THE BOYCOTT OF JOHN COWGILL FOR REFUSING 
TO ACCEPT PAPER CURRENCY #8 


In CoMMITTEE, Dover, JANUARY 4, 1776 


Resolved, That the keeping up the credit of the Continental currency 
is essential to support the United Colonies in their virtuous opposition 
to Ministerial oppression; and that the refusing to take said currency, 
in payment of debts, &c. will tend to depreciate the value of the same. 


Resolved, That it appears to the Committee, by the confession of 
John Cowgill, a residenter of Little Creek Hundred, in this County, 
that he has refused, and, from conscience, shall refuse, to take said 
Continental money in discharge of debts, or for other purposes, when 
tendered to him. 

Therefore, unanimously Resolved, That is it the opinion of this 
Committee, that the aforesaid John Cowgill, is, by such his conduct, an 
enemy to this country, and ought to be treated as such by every friend 


18 [bid., Jan. 17, 1776. 
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to American liberty; and that they ought to have no further dealings 
with him. 
Signed by order of the Committee of Inspection and Observation 


for Kent County on Delaware. 
Tuomas Ropney, Chairman. 


THE SUFFERINGS OF COWGILL, THE QUAKER 


CANTWELL’sS BRIDGE 2 
6 mo. 18th [1825] 


My Dear BROTHER 


Thee may think it intentional in me, not complying with thy request 
in sending thee a particular account of our dear Father's sufferings 
during the revolutionary war—It was put off from one time to another; 
not that it was forgotten by me; for his memory is grateful, & his 
example ought to be handed down not only to our children but to 
others—I am of the same mind that thee is, that we ought to have had 
it taken down in writing years back. 

He had a tenant who was very accommodating & who requested him 
to raise a sum of money in specia as he did not take the continental 
money—that was the commencement of it, he bore such a faithful 
testimony against war in all its branches that he never would take a bill 
of continental money let the consequence have been what it might— 
He was taken up before the assembly at Dover & was informed how 
wrongly he had acted in refusing to take that kind of money as the 
successful prosecution of the war depended on its free circulation; & 
for such an offence they threatened him with a heavy fine; leaving to 
him to choose which he would prefer—to pay a heavy fine—or to be 
left to the mercy of the mob who were assembled in considerable numbers 
then at Dover—If he submitted & paid the fine he would be protected; 
but if not he & his estate would be left to the mercy of the mob—On his 
declining to take part in any way to encourage war in any case, he was 
dismissed from the assembly and on coming out he found that his horse 
was gone— 

He walked quietly down the street—& expressed that he never had 
his mind favoured in the full confirmation that he was doing his duty 
in thus bearing testimony against war at the risk of loosing his life 


14Corbit Papers (Historical Society of Delaware) . 
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& his property—After he returned home we were not molested for 
some time; except that they would sometimes drive off his cattle & 
sheep [“horses” has been crossed out here and “& take his grain” 
inserted by an unknown hand]; but they offered him no personal violence 
till we were going to meeting on fifth day; Mother & myself in a chair, 
my Father on horseback with with my little Brother [“ Clayton ” inserted 
later by D. Corbit] behind him—He was met by a man dressed in 
regimentals who turned & rode on with him about a half mile, not 
telling him his intention—They were then met by a company of armed 
men whose captain ordered them to screw their bagonets [sic] on their 
guns; & when we came up he [Father] was surrounded—They took the 
child from behind him & ordered him to dismount. They ordered him 
to get up in that cart which they had brought to convey him to Dover— 
By this time there was a number of friends come up on their way to 
meeting—The soldiers marched on with their Drums & fife & we followed 
on after as far as the meeting-House—There my Father called out, bid 
us farewell, & they took him to Dover— 

He told some of the soldiers they had better get up & ride with 
him for it was muddy & he was afraid they would get cold—Before they 
got in the town they stopped the cart, & the Captain addressed him 
in this manner “ Mr Cowgill you are not aware of the danger you 
are in” to which my Father replied “I fear not them that can kill the 
body & after that have no more power that they can do, but I fear him 
who after he hath killed hath all power ’’— 

They pinned a paper to his back but I do not remember what it 
contained.1* They then drove into the town & marching to the Liberty 
Pole declared that there was no protection for him, & all were forwarned 
having any dealings with him what ever; & after some time he was 
brought out—his horse was brought to him & numbers of his friends 
accompanied him home—The miller to whom he was accustomed to 
sending his grain, refused grinding for him for fear his mill house would 
be burned down—% the teacher was forbad teaching his children—When 
we went to bed at night we did not know what would be the issue 
before day, & in that way we lived for several years— 

But through mercy we were favoured to be protected by a superior 
power—One of the [“ men” crossed out] officers (who was afterward a 
man of respectability) expressed great sorrow that he had been engaged 
in arresting & illtreating an innocent man—that it was done by the 


15 The sign read “On the circulation of the Continental Currency depends the 
fate of America.” Pennsylvania Journal, Jan. 17, 1776. See supra, Part I, pp. 8-9. 
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command of a superior officer—but he after wards told a friend of ours 
that he never regretted any act of his life more than that; & was he again 
placed in a similar situation no human power could ever prevail on 
him to do the like again. 

I am in my best health & the family well 


I am affectionately thy Sister 


To John Cowgill Mary Corsit 
Near Smyrna, Delaware 


PETITION FROM FREEHOLDERS OF KENT FOR A 
CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT #6 


Instructions of the Subscribers, freemen & Inhabitants of the County 
of Kent on Delaware, to the Honble. Caesar Rodney, William Killen, 
John Banning, John Haslet, Thomas Rodney & Vincent Lockerman 
Esqrs. their Representatives in Assembly, 


Wuereas the Honourable the Representatives of the United Colonies 
in North America, Assembled in Congress at Philadelphia on the fifteenth 
day of May did first declare, “that his Britanic Majesty in conjunction 
with the Lords & Commons of great Britain has, by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment, excluded the Inhabitants of these United Colonies from the 
Protection of his Crown &c and that it is Necessary that the exercise 
of every kind of Authority under the said Crown should be totally 
Suppressed, and all the Powers of Government exerted under the 
Authority of the People of the Colonies &c and therefore” 


“ Resolved, that it be recommended to the respective Assemblies 
and Conventions of the United Colonies where no Government Sufficient 
to the exigencies of their Affairs has been hitherto established; to adopt 
such Government as shall in the Opinion of the representatives of the 
People best conduce to the happiness & Safety of their Constituents in 
particular, and America in General.” 

[“JAnd whereas it is our Opinion that our Present Government is 
not Sufficient to the exigencies of our Affairs” and we having full 
faith & Confidence in the Virtue & Wisdom of the Congress: and being 
convinced of the Propriety & necessity of complying with the above 
recommendation & do not doubt but it Will answer the Valuable 
Purposes thereby intended: We do therefore hereby instruct & require 


16 Bullen Papers, Morse Collection, Vol. II. 
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you to exert your utmost Virtuous Endeavours in Assembly to have 
the same Complied with. Always Saving to the Freemen & Inhabitants 
of this Colony the full Enjoyment of their just rights & Liberties agree- 
able to the Constitution, Laws, Customs & Usages of the said Colony. 
So far as the same are not injurious or destructive to the Union & 
General Safety & happyness of the United Colonies. 

But in case the House of Assembly Shall refuse or Neglect to comply 
with the above recommendation: We do further hereby instruct & 
require you [to] exert your Utmost Virtuous Endeavours to get the said 
Assembly to direct the Appointment of a Convention in this Colony to 
be held for the purpose Aforesd. and not to Consist of less than Ninety 
members, and if this shall be denied, that you then withdraw Yourselves 
and Desolve the said Assembly— 

We Trust that you will discharge Your Duty as before directed, with 
the Fidelity, and in such manner as shall best “ conduce to the happyness 
& Safety of Your Constituents in Particular, and America in General.” 


Mark McCall 
Peter Tolbot 

S. W. Willson 

Jas. Jordan 

George Goforth 
George Rowan 
Robert McGermant 
Nehemiah Tilton 
John Dawson 
John Comegys 
Henry Rowan 
Elijah Penington 
Mark Coudrett 
Stephen Millis 
John Bullen 
Edward Cole 

Lewis Thos. 
Jonathan Hutcheson 
Boyce Emory 


Daniel Currie 
Jas. Millis 

James McClymont 
John Martin 
John Crocttet 
William Maxwell 
David Clark 

W. Downey 
Phillip Wheaton 
Saml. McCall 
James Tilton 
Butler Shee 
James Craige 
Jonathan McKnatt 
Thos. Polling 
Thos. Nixon 
Thomas North 
Peter B. Fury 
John Maxwell 
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THE TORY COUNTERPETITION * 


To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of the 
Counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, in Delaware in Assembly 
Met. The Address and Remonstrance of the Subscribers, Inhabitants 
of Kent County on Delaware. 


Wuereas, To our great concern and surprise we have been informed 
that a paper called a “ Petition, Remonstrance, or Instruction,” to the 
House of Assembly of this government, has been handed about among 
the good people of this country purporting a change in the Constitution 
of this government upon principles which we conceive must be erroneous 
and unsound, and by no means supported or even countenanced by 
the late resolution of the Continental Congress, entered into May 15th, 
1776, upon which resolution, we suppose, said Petition, Remonstrance, 
or Instruction is pretended to be founded, viz. “ That it be recommended 
to the respective assemblies, and conventions of the united Colonies, 
where no government sufficient to the exigency of their affairs has been 
hitherto established, to adopt such government, as shall, in the opinion 
of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the happiness and 
safety of their constituents in particular, and America in general,” which 
we conceive must refer only to such colonies as are in confusion from 
the prorogation or dissolution of assemblies; and in no measure intended 
to affect the good people of this government, whose Assembly has been 
and still is competent and adequate to the exigencies of their affairs; 
and have had all due obedience paid to their acts and resolutions by 
their constituents. 

But the movers of the above Petition, Remonstrance, or Instruction, 
as we understand, having taken the said resolution in a different sense 
(as if the Congress had intended another mode of representation and 
government than by assemblies, under which we look up to with rever- 
ence and the warmest affection) we should think it criminal not to 
declare to your Honors our sentiments, which we are fully convinced 
are those of a large majority of the inhabitants of this county, and, as 
we believe, of this government. 


We beg leave to observe that the present unhappy disputes, in which 


11 Pennsylvania Journal, Aug. 14, 1776. The newspaper also contains a copy of 
the Whig petition. The original petition of the Citizens of New Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex on the Delaware, to the House of Assembly against Changing the Constitution 
of the State, and signed by fifty citizens, is item No. 798 in The Final Sale of the 


Rodney Papers . . . 1919 (Philadelphia, n.d.) , by Stan V. Henkels, Catalog No. 1243 
[Part III of Rodney Catalog], p. 117. 
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the colonies are involved were begun for the defence and preservation 
of the chartered rights and privileges of the colonies, and their then 
forms of government. And we humbly apprehend that the changing 
the Constitution at this critical period would be acting contrary to the 
avowed principles upon which the opposition was made to the oppressive 
measures of the British ministry, would tend very much to disunite the 
people, and be productive of the most dangerous consequences. 

The experience of all ages and nations clearly manifesting that 
constitutional changes never fail to alarm the people, and rouse their 
fears; and unless they are gone into with the greatest delicacy, delibera- 
tion, and caution, and with the entire approbation of the people in 
general are attended with the most violent convulsion, often fatal to their 
liberty and property. 

We further beg leave to say that if the honorable House should adopt 
our ideas and determine to continue to exercise the powers the Consti- 
tution has invested them with, we are firmly persuaded they may rely 
upon the support of their constitutents. 

We therefore humbly pray that the House may not, by dissolving 
itself, or otherwise, yield up any of the powers the Constitution hath 
intrusted them with, under the pretence of conveniency or necessity. 
But, retaining them in their own hands, may continue to exercise them 
for the good of their constituents; and we, as in duty bound, &c. 


ACTION OF THE KENT COMMITTEE UPON THE CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECOMMENDATION TO FORM 
NEW GOVERNMENTS 18 


Dover, 7th June 1776 *° 


In Committee of Inspection for Kent County on Delaware. 
The Resolve of the Honourable the Continental Congress of the 
15th May last, being Presented to this Committee. 
On Motion Ordered that the same be read and it was read accord- 
ingly— 
On Motion the Question was put do this Committee approve of 


18 MS Minutes of the Kent County Committee of Inspection, Delaware State 
Archives. Reproduced with the permission of the State Archivist, Leon deValinger, Jr. 
19 The date should be Saturday, June 8, as mentioned in T. Rodney’s account. 


instead of June 7. 
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the above Resolution of Congress of the 15th. May last, and it passed 
in the Affirmative— 

To this Committee was presented a Written Paper the purport of 
which is as follows. Viz. 

Resolved that it is the opinion of this Committee, that the House 
of Assembly of this Government do at their next Meeting the 11th. June 
Instant according to their adjournment, adopt the said Resolution and 
carry the same into execution immediately— 

And the Question being put, do the Committee approve of the said 
Resolution, it passed in the Negative. 


to wit. 

for the Affirmative for Negative 
Mr Rodney Mr Lockwood Mr White 
Mr Loockerman Mr Beauchamp Mr Clayton 
Mr Merideth Mr Clark Mr Stout 
Mr Snow Mr Sordon Mr Sterling 
Mr Reese Mr Raymond Mr Manlove 
Mr Killen Mr Ham 
Mr Gordon Mr Manny 
Mr Marim Mr Oliver 
Mr Miller Mr Anderson 


On Motion Resolved, that, a written Paper intituled an Address and 
Remonstrance &c. is Subvercive of our most invaluable Rights and 
Previledges, calculated to mislead the unwary to intimedate and prevent 
the Representatives of the Freemen of this Government in Assembly, 
from Complying with the said Resolution of Congress recommending 
it to the said Representatives, ‘to go on to exercise the Powers only, 
with which the Constitution has invested them, and that they may, 
depend upon being supported by their Constituents,’’ and most evidently 
tending to detach the good People of this Government from the common 
Cause, and disunite them from the Other British Colonies of this 
Continent, in their Union with whom their greatest Glory consists, and 
on which the Preservation of their Lives, Liberties and Properties, and 
the avoiding inevitable Destruction must ultimately depend. 


Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee of Inspection and 
Observation of Kent County on Delaware: 


JAMEs Sykes Chairman 
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AN ACCOUNT OF BLACK ‘MUNDAY’ AT DOVER 
IN JUNE, 1776, BY THOMAS RODNEY 2° 


For THE MIRROR 


In the Federal Ark No. 41802 printed in Dover by a little vile 
Contemptable hireling Englishman there is a publication alluding to 
the Insurrection of black munday—I declare that publication, so far 
as it respects me, to be a barefaced and infamous falsehood—The Chief 
ostensible Instigator of the Insurrection of Black munday afsd. was 
Richard Bassett, then Captn. of the Dover Light Horse—on the 25th 
May 1776 Congress Published their Resolution suppressing all Authority 
under the Crown of Great Britain and Recommending it to the Several 
Colonies to assume such Government as Should Enable them to exert 
their whole force in the Cause of Liberty. 

The propriety of Making this Change in Delaware was discussed 
in the Committee of Inspection for the County of Kent in the Town 
of Dover on Saturday the 8th of June—A Vast Number of people 
attended and heard the discussion, and upon hearing it became Zealous 
and almost Enthusiastic in favor of the Change—Thomas White the 
father of Samuel White the present Senator in Congress, and John Clark 
father of the present State Treasurer, were both members of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection and both opposed to the Changes, and Clark tho’ 
a fe[e]ble and unimportant man, by a few words shewed his invertate 
[stc] opposition to the Changes recommended by Congress. 

This provoked the Indignation of the people, and Immediately 
after the Committee adjourned, he being one of the first that went out, 
was Seized by the People, and Carried to the Pillory, and it was said, 
was placed in it & pelted with Eggs by the Multitude—Most of the 
Committee had not left the rooms at this Time, & I remained among the 
rest, when Thomas White who went out with Clark, returned and in 
great Tremor, informed me That the populace had Seized some member 
of the Committee—I asked him who it was? he said he did not know— 
I instantly ran out and saw all the Multitude toward the Pillory, So 
that there was not a person left to aid me. I nevertheless rushed into 
the Multitude and released him & sent him out of their way—and it 
was not till I got to him, in the midst of the Crowd, that I knew who it 


20 Rodney Papers, Library of Congress. Reproduced with the permission of the 
Library of Congress. A similar account is found in “‘ Notes on Timoleon’s Biographical 
History of Dionysius,” by Thomas Rodney, written c. 1788. A further MS description 
by Rodney is to be found in the library of Brown University. 
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was & then observed to the people that he was a man of too little 
importance or abilities, to provoke such resentment, That he was rather 
to be pitied than feared, and that I was very Sorry any Such Incident 
had happen’d. 

Clark and White after This went to Bassetts, and no doubt had a 
Consultation with him and next day being Sunday, after Church Bassett 
immediately gave directions to Several of his Light Horsemen, who were 
there, to go thro the Country and alarm and incite the People to 
Insurrection; and They dispersed accordingly. The design was to 
Surprize the Town Early on Munday morning to burn it and destroy 
all those who opposed the Resolution of Congress, but one of the Light 
Horsemen Sent out, becoming Conscious of the Iniquity of the plan, 
revealled it—This Information came to me about Midnight, and Light 
Infantry were immediately, Silently alarmed and Notice Sent to other 
Whig Companies—The Light Infantry were Completely Equiped and 
on Parade at day light in the Morning. 

It was soon known that Bassett the Chief of the Insurgents, was in 
his own House in Town, for he did not happen to dream that the Whigs 
had any notice of his measures—he was immediately made Prisoner, and 
laid under Parole not to leave the Town without permission—The 
Magazine of arms and ammunition was secured. The Whigs soon 
increased to about 300 and were completely Equiped for war—the 
Insurgents from below arrived at Walker’s branch, a quarter of a Mile 
from Town, about nine o’clock, and hearing that the Whigs were 
prepared to repel and Chastize Them they halted and Sent in a 
Messenger to Solicit a Conference, but the Whigs objected to this, and 
desired to be led against them, to Chastize their folly—They sent a second 
Messenger and the Whigs still rejected any Conference. 


By this time the Two Clergymen who Officiated in Dover, came 
to Town, and Intreated for peace and avoiding bloodshed, they Sent 
for me, for the Whigs had all placed themselves under my command— 
They preferred an amicable settlement of the business by Conference. 
But I told them the Whigs had rejected that measure—They would not 
Trust any body at Such a Time, but if the Whigs assent to it, I would 
go out Myself, and let them know, if they would return immediately 
and quietly home they might do it; otherwise we would march out 
against them. The Whigs at first objected to this, because they would 
have it in their power to injure me, but I replied I should go Completely 
armed, and they could not Injure me without alarming them, and in this 
Case they were to haste to my assistance that any rate I feared not any 
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thing they could do—I went accordingly, took only Col. Shee with me—I 
passed through their host & found Chiefs Clark & White in the rear. 
I demanded to know what induced them to come in that Hostile 


_ Manner against the Town. They replied the abuse which Clark had 


received and demanded that four of the Infantry, whom they Charged 


should be delivered up to them. I asked them for what purpose? They 


said they would hang them in the wood, where they then were—I 
replied, That not a man of the Infantry or any other, Should be delivered 
to them, or be hurt by Them—and proceeded to inform them that I 
had not time to Stay and Should only tell them, That if they would 
return peaceably home lnmediately, they might do it unmolested but 
if they did not we should march against them Instantly after my return— 
When the People with them heard This, they all ran like a flock of Sea 
fowl! from the Shore, and fied home—and thus the head and first Arrests 


\ of this Iniquitious Insurrection against the Independance of the Country, 


was defeated without bloodshed or much Trouble. 

Yet the Alarm had Spread into Sussex and there the Insurrection 
became more formidable, So that Congress were induced to send down 
a Regiment of Rifle Men to Aid in Quelling it, and at length the whole 
Ended without bloodshed but cost the State and United States not less 
than one hundred thousand dollars—This was the bold attempt which 
raised Mr. Bassett so high in the Estimation of all the Enemies of our 
Liberty and independence—Altho’ both he and his Chief Agent on that 
occasion made but a pitious and Contemptible figure and for this reason 
the Whigs have been long Silent on the occasion, but since they them- 
selves have brought it again into View an Accurate and Correct history 
of that Iniquitious Insurrection, will be Shortly published, and the 
Politics of Mr. Bassett & his Junto Examined from that time to the 
present, to Evince that they are less Innimical to the Liberty and 
Independence of America Now, than they were then. 


THOMAS RODNEY 


CAESAR RODNEY CONSULTS HIS BROTHER ON 
INDEPENDENCE #1 


Ionia FARM May 15th 1793 


Again in June 1776 when the question of Independance was brot. 
Into Congress, he came Home to Consult his Constitutents and having 


21 Thomas Rodney Papers (Historical Society of Delaware) . 
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Communicated the matter to me I told him there was not Time to call 
a Meeting of the People But that I would call out my Company (the 
Light Infantry of Dover who were the most Patriotic of any Corps 
among them and hear their Sentiments and from them he might form 
a pretty good guess at the general Sentiments—I did so, and about one 
third of the Company seceded and the rest were in favour of Independ- 
ence—I reported this to him and then he asked my Own Consul—I 
then Shewed him what appeared against it and what for it in a concise 
Manner and left him to determine for himself—He was pleased to say 
that what I had shewn him on both Sides of the question was more 
Satisfactory than any thing he had heard in Congress but asked me what 
I would advise him to do; I answered that the Trust was in his breast 
and desired him to determine according to his own Mind, but he asked 
me then If I was in his Place what I would do I told him I saw on one 
Side a dark & Gloomy Struggle Ending in Slavery and on the other a 
Severe and Arduous contest Ending in Liberty, That the Scene appeared 
to me like broken Storms of Thunder and lightning Clearing up with a 
Serene Sky and that I had give the vote it would be decisive in favour 
of Independence, “ Then that shall be my vote replied he” and Immedi- 
ately Ordered his Carriage and Set off for Philada.?? where when he 
arrive there questions Stood on a division of the States so that his 
casting voice decided that Important question. 


CLOW’S GUERRILLAS CONFISCATE GUNS OF WHIGS 23 


GrEorGE Town KENT County [MARYLAND] 


14th April 1778. Then came George Sanders senr. of sd. Co[un]ty be- 
fore me the Subscriber one of the Justices of the Peace and made Oath on 
the Holy Evangels of Almighty God, that on the Night of the 13th Inst. 
four or five Arm’d Men came to his House, and desired that he wou’d 
give up all his Guns, he then ask’d those Men by or from what Authority 
they came, they Answer’d that the Guns were wanted at the Fort, as 
there were Men without, this deponant then ask’d what Fort, they 


22 See also letter from Caesar Rodney, Philadelphia, July 4, 1776, to Thomas 
Rodney, Dover: “I arrived in Congress (tho detained by thunder and Rain) time 
Enough to give my Voice in the Matter of Independence.” Ryden, Rodney Letters 
p. 94. A facsimile is in the Rodney Papers, Morse Collection, Vol. IX. 

23 Deposition of George Sanders, Executive Papers, Portfolio 4, Liber 61 dd, Hall 


of Records of Maryland. Reproduced with permissi 
Commission. permission of the Hall of Records 
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answer’d, our Fort, he ask’d them if they meant to rob him or how he 
was to get pay for his Gun, they told him to come to the Fort and that 
Capt. Clows wou’d pay him; the Wife of this deponant said, if she 
was in his place she wou’d not give up the Gun, they then told him 
that they had a loaded Gun, and desired that he wou’d give up his, and 
to hold his tongue and that it might be better for him, he ask’d the 
reason why they pitched upon him who had never done them any harm, 
they said that they had been at the Widow Blackston’s and had taken 
two or three Guns, & that they had five in all that they were for King 
George and meant to take all the Rebells Arms, his Wife ask’d who the[y] 
call’d Rebells, they said such as you call Whigs; in the co[u]rse of this 
conversation one of the Men said his Name was Scotton. 


Sworn to before 
WILLIAM HENRY 


BEN!IAMIN GALLOWAY’S CLAIMS FOR LOSSES *4 


A Brief Estimate of the Losses of Benjamin Galloway late of Kent 
upon Delaware, now of Sorel in the Province of Canada on Account 
of his Loyalty viz. 


1 Horse £10 one whole Johannes f6...... £ 16..—..— 
Perr sOanisn DOnats £7 /UL ces. a eee os 9..—..— 
34 years to come of a Leased Farm ...... 25 ..—.. — 
1/3d of the Schooner Honey-Locust ...... 150 ..—..— 
Sundries plundered in the Schooner ...... 7..10..— 

MMiaryian id COOtCn Cy icc .a. noua £207 .. 10 .. — 


Montreal July 20th 1787 


Evidence on the Claim of Benjamin Galloway late of Kent County 
upon Delaware 


Claimant Sworn, 
Says he resided at Sorel from August 1783 during all that Winter 


and to this Time. 
Is a native of America, lived at Kent upon Delaware, followed the 


fishing Business, refused mustering in their Militia and Signing Associa- 


24 Galloway Papers, American Loyalist Transcripts (Historical Society of Dela- 
ware) . 
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tion, on which he was taken before a Committee and was confined for 
some time. Joined the British Army at Wilmington, raised Men and 
fetched in Men for Colonel Chamber’s Regiment. Served afterwards 
as Volunteer, was at the Battle of Monmouth and badly Wounded. 

Went with the Army at New York, was discharged on account ot 
his Wounds, Continued at New York till the Evacuation, did Militia 
Duty. 

Had a Lease Farm, Produces Memorandum of a Lease of a Piece 
of Land called Timberfork for 7 years from December 1773, paying 
2 of the Ist year, £6 each year afterwards dated July 1773. 

Says it was worth £14 p. annum when he left it in 1777, ‘he had 
three years to come. 

In September 1780 he bought 1/3d of a Schooner, gave £300 for 
it New York Currency. In October following went from New York to 
Delaware to fetch three Families with a Flag, when they [went] into 
the Delaware they were Seized and the Vessel taken from them, they 
were confined in Goal, Claimant got away, they kept his Vessel. 

He was promised by Governor Robinson that he should be paid 
for his Vessel as the Enemy had violated the Flag. 

Says he bought this Schooner with a view to fishing Business. It 
was seized because Claimant had raised Men for the King’s Army and 
they said he was thereby guilty of high Treason. Values his Share at 
£150 Currency 

Had Property on board the same Schooner, various articles to the 
amount of £7 .. 10 

Lost one Horse taken for the use of Continental Army. 

Money plundered from his Family by a Rebel Party because he was 
a Tory. 

Produces Affidavit from an old Woman aged 87 at Sorel to Claimant’s 
early Loyalty and Exertions, that his Farm was plundered, his Cattle 
taken, and gives an account of his coming in a Flag of Truce, being 
Seized and committed to Goal to be tried for his Life. 

Claimant says he understood that the Men who took the Vessel from 
him sold her in the Jerseys. 
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LOYALIST CLAIMS OF DANIEL CURRIE 25 


KENT County, DELAWARE 
March 30th 1778 


ForAsMuch As the Bearer of these Presents Mr. Daniel Currie, hath 
intimated to us his Resolution of leaving for a time the Continent of 
America, and visiting some foreign ports; and is earnestly desirous, 
wheresoever Divine Providence may please to direct his way, of meeting 
with the countenance and favor of worthy Men; and besides hath ex- 
pressed his intention to teach the Original Languages awhile, in one 
place or another, if he finds suitable encouragement; and also, as soon 
as an opportunity is presented, and it may be done with full propriety, 
to apply for Admission into Holy Orders according to the manner and 
form prescribed and used by the Church of England, for which he has 
been preparing himself with unwearied diligence and attention;—We 
therefore sincerely inclined to do justice to rising merit, and to introduce 
this young Person to the acquaintance and friendly offices of all benevo- 
lent Men with whom he may, fortunately have intercourse; do hereby 
give assurance (and the most of us from Our own personal knowledge) 
of his good temper, virtuous life, and competent education. He has 
taught with much acceptance and success, Latin and Greek, in the 
School of Dover, the Principal Town of this County between two and 
three years, and has, in every respect, conducted himself with such 
prudence, gravity, and irreproachable Morals, as do entitle him to our 
best wishes and best hopes. In Testimony whereof we have hereunto 
set our Names. 


Joun PaTTerson Rector of Chester JosEPH Mason 
Parish in Kent County Maryland JAMEs SYKEs 
SYDENHAM THORNE, JoHN Bryor 
Missionary from the Society for RuicHp. Bassetr 
the propagation of the Gospel CHARLES HILLYARD 
in foreign parts JAMEs BoYER 
HucH NEILL JOHN CLARKE 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church JOHN DICKINSON 
Queen Anne’s County Maryland Sam. Macaw 
Missionary from the Society for 
propag. the Gospel 


25 Currie Papers, ibid. 
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To the Commissioners appointed by Act of Parlt. for enquiring into 
the Losses and Services of the Amn. Loyst. 


The Memorial of the Revd. Danl. Currie late of Kent County on Delaware 


Humbly Sheweth. 

That your Memorialist is a native of America was educated for 
the Church and in actual possession of an Income of £150 Str. per 
Annum arising from the Grammar School of Dover and the Parisi of 
Mispillion which he gave up in order to maintain the allegiance which 
was due to his Sovereign and fled for protection to the British Army 
at Philadephia at the hazard of his Life in the year 1778 Since which 
time he has had only a precarious support arising from Curacies which 
he obtained for four years necessarily by labou[rjously performing 
Divine Service four times every Sunday exclusive of Occasional Duty 
by which means your Memorialist greatly injured his health and never 
obtained any Assistance from Governmt. till last April, which is so 
small that he cannot possibly subsist on it. 

Your Memorialist therefore prays that his Case may be taken into 
your Consideration in order that your Memorialist may be enabled under 
Your Report to receive such Aid or Relief as his Losses and Services 
may be found to deserve— 

DANL. CurRIE 
March Ist, 1784 


19th June 1786 


Evidence on the foregoing Memorial of the Reverend Daniel Currie. 
Claimant Sworn 


Memorial read and confirmed upon Oath. 


A Native of America was at New Ark Acady. when the Troubles 
commenced and left it in 1775 joined the British Army in April 


1778 at Philadelphia just before Genl. Howe was expected at Philada. 
he received very ill treatment on Acct. of his Loyalty—Says in 1775 or 
1776 he was obliged for safety to Muster with the Militia of Dover— 
to avoid taking an Oath he came off saild from New York to England 
in the Autumn of 1778 and has not been in America since—Has an 
Allowce. from the Treasury of £40 per Annum which commenced in 
April 1783— 

Says in September 1775 he had the Care of the Gramar [sec] School 
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at Dover—there was no regular Appointment, or any fixed Salary— 
when he, quitted the School which was in Feby. 1778 he had upwards 
of 16 Boys under his Care at £10 Cury. each—Says he was private Tutor 
to the Son of a Mr. Charles Hilyard with a Salary of £10 per Annum 
he Boarded and Lodged in the House and had the Use of a Horse at 
all times which he estimates at £50 Currency including the Salary 
of £10—Says if the Number of Boys did not make up the Sum of £160 
pr. Anm. It was to be made good to him by a Number of Gentlemen 
who subscribed for the purpose of keeping up this School, and if the 
Number amounted to more than the Sum he was to return the Surplus 
to the Gentlemen. 

He has no other Support than the £40 per Annum he receives from 
the Treasury— 

Mr. Currie says there is not any person in England who was 
acquainted with his Situation—therefore cannot produce any Witnesses 

Produces Certificate from Dr. Chandler—Vizt. “This is to Certify 
that the Revd. Mr. D Currie from the Lower Counties on Delaware 
came home about the year 1778. recommended to me as a firm Loyst. 
and as a worthy man whose Moral Character was unexceptionable, 
that I have been well acquainted with him since his residence in England 
and that I have neither seen nor heard any thing that tends to lessen 
the good opinion I had formed of him from his recommendations.” 


J. B. CHANDLER 


Novr. 30th 1782 


Says he had done Duty in the parish Church of Mispillion, he was 
invited to it by a Mr. Thorne who was Missionary there—says a Sub- 
scription had been raised and Mr. Thorne told him he received £140 
Says Mr. Thorne gave him the living and he had actual Possession of 
it—there were £40 pr. Anm. given by the Society. 


Communicant Records, 1713-56 
Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church 


PART III: 1721-23 


Transcribed and edited by 


CourRTLAND B. and RutuH L. SPRINGER 


Delaware, is frequently mentioned in later church 

records. It is pleasant, then, to have even a fragment of 
new information about the mother of the family, for, excepting 
the entry of January 29, 1722, below, and the one of September 
14, 1719, we have found no mention of Eleanor ‘Talley after 
1703. 

That Andreas Hesselius took the Lord’s Supper to the “ ill 
widow ” in New Castle Town in 1722 means that she was then 
living with a child of her first marriage, to John Johnson, at 
least two of the Johnson children being identified with New 
Castle at this period. Her eldest son, Peter Johnson, who was 
living at Marcus Hook in 1699 when he applied for a seat in the 
newly built church at Christina,? removed to New Castle 
County before Nov. 24, 1702, when he was appointed to ad- 
minister the estate of his sister, Ann Johnson, “ Spinster = 
and in a deed which he signed a few months later‘ he is 
described as living in the town of New Castle. He is referred 
to in Holy Trinity records for 1705° as being “ from Sand 
Hook” (New Castle) , and there seems little doubt that he is the 
Peter Johnson whose children were baptized at Immanuel 


‘T Talley family, which has so many members in 


1 Delaware History, VI, 60. 

2 Holy Trinity Records, First Book, p. 45. 

3 Philadelphia Administrations, Book B, p. 3, No. 205, 1702. 
4 Chester County Deeds, Book H, Vol. VIII, p. 170. 

5 Holy Trinity Records, First Book, p. 78. 
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Church, New Castle, in 1716 and 1717.° Records of the Court 
of Common Pleas for May, 1729,’ imply Peter Johnson’s death 
by referring to the wife of James Foster as Peter’s administratrix. 

Catharina, eldest of the Johnson daughters, married Hippo- 
litus (often written ‘‘ Hypoletus’’) Lefever, an innholder on 
the Strand, in New Castle. Lefever came before the Court 
of Common Pleas at Chester on Dec. 14, 1698, to acknowledge 
in behalf of his wife a deed given by John Johnson’s heirs.° 
Catharina (Johnson) Lefever was living in New Castle as late 
as April 8, 1750, when, with her son John and his wife, Susannah, 
she conveyed property which had belonged to her late husband, 
Hippolitus Lefever.”° 

Of the three Johnson children not yet mentioned, Margaret 
married John Davis, and both of them had died before March 
24, 1702/3, when Thomas Jones signed a deed as Davis’ exe- 
cutor.** Gabriel Johnson was old enough to sign this deed, and 
did so, although he did not sign one made on Dec. 2, 1698,” 
a deed in which all the Johnson children are named. Christiana, 
youngest of the six, was not able to sign the deed of March 24, 
1702/3 (above) until Oct. 7, 1704, when she was declared to be 
“one and twenty Yeers of age.”’ No further word of Gabriel 
or Christiana has yet been found. 

John Johnson, the young Swedish farmer who was the 
father of the family, was granted land “in Marcus Kill” on 


6 Thomas Holcomb, Sketch of Early Ecclesiastical Affairs in New Castle, Delaware, 
and History of Immanuel Church (Wilmington, 1890), pp. 181, 182. 

7 State Archives, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware. 

8 Cf. New Castle County Deeds, Book B-1l, p. 133; New Castle County Survey 
Book A, pp. 335, 336; Logan Papers, Quit-Rents, Three Lower Counties, 1701-13 
(Historical Society of Pennsylvania), p. 20. 

The lot owned by Hippolitus “ Lefevre,” extending from the Strand to Dyke Street, 
is located on the “ Map of New Castle Upon Delaware, . . . Issued to commemorate 
the 250th Anniversary of William Penn’s first landing in America,” drawn by Leon 
deValinger, Jr. (1932). 

9 Old Court Record No. 1, Part 2, p. 30 (Office of the Clerk of the Courts, West 
Chester, Pennsylvania) , or the excellent, fully indexed transcript of these unpublished 
records (June, 1697, to Nov., 1710) made by Miss Dorothy B. Lapp (Chester County 
Historical Society, West Chester, Pennsylvania) ; cf. Chester County Deeds, Book A, 
Vol. I (original) , p. 40. 

10 New Castle County Deeds, Book I-l, p. 427. 

11 Chester County Deeds, Book H, Vol. VIII, p. 170. 

12 Ibid., Book A, Vol. I (original), p. 140. 
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April 10, 1673, by patent from Governor Francis Lovelace.** 
This land he subsequently sold, but he acquired more, described 
in various Chester County deeds, and his name, often spelled 
“ Jan Jansen,” a common variant of the times, appears in Chester 
County and New Castle County court records. The location of 
the Johnson property is shown on the map by Thomas Holme.” 

John Johnson’s original will, dated March 16, 1684/5, pro- 
bated April 17, 1686, is in the office of the Register of Wills, 
Philadelphia, with the accompanying inventory, dated April 27, 
1686, and signed by the bondsmen “ Elener Johnson of Marcus 
Hooke, Widdow,” and William ‘Talley of the same place, 
‘‘Planter.” A notation on the inventory is of especial interest, 
since it may indicate hitherto unknown family relationships: 
“ Attested 28th day of 2d month of Elenor Johnson that her 
deceased husband told her that John Anderson and John Ander- 
son=henricson should be the overseers of his Will in behalfe of 
his Children.’”’ The testator requested burial in Chester, “ alias 
Upland,” referring no doubt to the Swedish burying ground, 
upon which St. Paul’s Church was built in 1702. 

Beginning with the first week of September, 1687, William 
‘Tally (sic) is referred to in Chester County court records as 
John Johnson’s successor; on March 6, 1687/8, he is ordered to 
give security to the court to act as administrator in right of 
his wife to his “ Predisesor,” John Johnson.** 

In 1696 William Talley, having purchased land on the south- 
west side of a branch of Naaman’s Creek, removed to New Castle 
County, bringing with him his wife, Eleanor (‘‘ Helena” is a 
frequent variant), their son and daughter, Thomas and Mary 
Talley, and, perhaps, the youngest of the Johnson children.” 


13 Minutes of the Board of Property, published in the Pennsylvania Archives, 
Second Series, XIX (Philadelphia, 1890) , 42, 356. 


14 Thomas Holme, “ Mapp of ye Improved Part of Pensilvania in America, Divided 
into Countyes, Townships and Lotts,” published by: John Harris, on which were 
entered the names of the first purchasers, beginning in 1681. (Photostat in the 
library of the Historical Society of Delaware.) 

15“ Account of .. . St. Paul’s Church in Chester,” by the Rev. Mr. George Ross, 
June 25, 1714, in William S. Perry, Historical Collections Relating to the Avterican 
Colonial Church, I: Pennsylvania (Hartford, 1871), 78. 


16 Record of the Courts of Chester County, Pennsylvania, 1681-97 (Philadelphia 
1910), p. 121. 


17 Cf. Records of the Court of New Castle on Delaware, 1681-99 (Meadville, Pa., 
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On February 25, 1702 /3, letters of administration on the 
estate of William Taly (sic) of the County of New Castle, who 
had “ lately dyed intestate,” were granted to Helena Taly, of 
the County of New Castle, his widow.’* A map of Robert 
Cloud’s land on Naaman’s Creek, as surveyed December 29, 
1702,*° shows “ Widow Tally’s” land on the opposite side of 
the creek. 

That Thomas Talley, son of William and Eleanor Talley, 
continued to live in Brandywine Hundred throughout his long 
life is well known. His sister, Mary, who married Peter Camp- 
bell, removed to Salem County, New Jersey, and her share of 
her father’s estate was conveyed to her eldest nephew, William 
‘Talley, son of Thomas, in 1738.”° 


COMMUNICANTS IN THE YEAR 1721 
[Second Book, p. 121] 


JANUARY 6. Mr. Jonas Walrawen, with his mother-in-law, Mrs. Brita, 
[and] wife, Annika. The son Walrawen [Walrawen], 
the brother’s son, Jonas [Walrawen], the maidser- 
vant, Maria [Ericssen,] Hamalein, [Hammalein] *1 


1935), p. 218, ana New Castle County Deeds, Book T-1, p. 484, for land records 
and the names of the Talley children. 

18 Philadelphia Administrations, Book B, p. 7, No. 210, 1703. 

19 Taylor Papers, Vol. VII, No. 1365 (Historical Society of Pennsylvania) . 

20 New Castle County Deeds, Book T-1, p. 74. 

21 Mr. Hesselius begins at this time to refer to the family of the late church 
warden Eric Ericsson, of Crane Hook, by a designation which had been applied as 
early as 1699 to Matthias Ericsson, Eric’s brother, but not, in the church records at 
least, to Eric himself. (Cf. the contribution made by Matthias Hammeline [sic] 
toward the building of the church [Holy Trinity Records, First Book, p. 41]; also 
cf. the baptism of “ Matz Hamalin’s” child Anna on Sept. 17, 1717 [ibid., Second 
Book p. 80].) That this was a family name, however, rather than an individual one, 
now becomes apparent, and for an explanation of its significance we are much indebted 
to Dr. Nils G. Sahlin, Director of the American Swedish Historical Foundation, 
Philadelphia. 

In order to get away from constant use of the ending “-son,” says Dr. Sahlin, 
and to afford a better means of identification as well, Swedish families have frequently 
taken as a surname their place of origin, adding the suffix ‘‘-in,” which means “ the 
man from ”—in this case, Hammalin, the man from Hammal. The variant spellings 
in the church records, Hamalein, Hamalin, Hammalein, and Hammeline, are normal 
ones. 

Dr. Sahlin describes Hammal as a little crossroads of five or six farms, north of 
Sundsvall, in the province of Medelpad, Sweden, and he comments with interest upon 


144 DELAWARE HISTORY 


the son-in-law Marten Martensson and his wife, 
Kerstin. Jacob Stille and his wife, Rebecca.?? Wil- 
liam Cleany and his wife, Maria. Philip Van de 
Wer and his wife, Elisabeth. 

29. The Provost, Mag.[ister] Andreas Hesselius, with his 
wife, Sara. Pastor Herr Samuel Hesselius.28 Mr. 
Springer, with his wife, Maria. Peter Classon, with 
his wife, Walborg. Johan Culen, with his wife, 
Kerstin. Olof Palsson. Kerstin Tossawa. 


FEBRUARY 19. Hans Georg Smith, with his wife, Maria. Johan Stalcop, 
with his wife, Maria. Samuel Petersson, with his 
wife, Kerstin. Johan William Lerchenzeiler. Wil- 
liam Maslander and his wife, Helekin. 

26. Jacob Van de Wer and his wife, Maria. [Johan] Gidd- 
ing’s widow, Mrs. Annika, with her sister Brita. 
Jonas Stalcop and his wife, Judith. Israel Stalcep. 
Joh.[an] Gustafsson and his wife, Brita. Margareta 
Stalcop. Elisabeth [Ericssen,] Hamalein. 


MarRcH 12. Young Peter Mansson and his wife, Annika. 
13. Visited Ambrose London’s wife 4 with the Lord’s 
Supper, in her illness. 


the statement in Dr. Tymen Stidham’s will which refers to Stidham’s birthplace as 
“Hammell,” doubtless the same small community. It was, of course, natural and 
customary for two or more persons or families from a neighborhood to embark 
together upon any such enterprise as seeking a new home, especially one in a distant 
land. (Cf. Amandus Johnson’s tentative identification of “Hammell” as Hammal 
[Johnson, The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, 1638-1664 (Philadelphia, 1911), 
If, 716, n.], an identification which now seems reasonably established.) 

22 Cf. Delaware History, V, 289, n. 37. 

23 We should like to remind our readers that a precise translation of the early 
use of “ Herr” is impossible (Cf. Delaware History, V, 273, n. 7). There is, moreover, 
no English equivalent for the abbreviated form “Hr:” frequently found in the 
Swedish records; hence, the word itself is written in full, here and throughout the 
work. 

A somewhat similar transcription problem is presented by the abbreviation “ hu: ” 
for “hustru” (wife) when used as a prefix. “Mrs.”, as it appears in the entry 
for Feb. 26, below, and elsewhere, seems the most satisfactory equivalent, and the 
corresponding prefix “Mr:”, which the Swedish writers occasionally used, is here 
written with conforming punctuation. 

24 Brita (Walraven) London was buried on Mar. 16, 1721, her son Joseph, on 
Mar. 29, and her husband, Ambrose London, on the following Dec. 4. (Cf. Delaware 
History, V, 185, and VI, 58, n. 11.) 

Of the three children who apparently survived their parents, Jesper, Ambrose, and 
Helena, further mention has been found of only one, Ambrose. On July 15, 1735, 
young Ambrose “Lundol” was brought into the New Castle County Orphans Court 
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19. Samuel Stedham and his wife, Annika.25 Mr. Kirk’s 
Negro, Christiern. Olof Palsson’s widow, Mrs. Ker- 
stin, from Sheep Hook, with her daughter Maria. 
Erasm.[us] Stedh.[am], with his wife, Helena. 


by Edward Robinson, administrator of his father’s estate, and apprenticed to James 
Senix (sic) , tailor, for the term of three years, to commence from Mar. 26, 1735. (State 
Archives, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware. Cf. New Castle County Wills, Book C-1, 
p- 350, for Ambrose London’s nuncupative will and the granting of letters on Dec. 4, 
1721, to Edward Robinson.) 

25 On Sept. 17, 1719 (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 94), Annika Tossawa 
(Tussey) married Samuel Stedham, son of Asmund and Margareta (Peterson) 
Stedham. (Cf. Delaware History, V, 277, n. 17.) 

For some time before her marriage, as communicant records indicate, Annika, 
who was an orphaned daughter of Olof (William) and Gertrude Tussey, had lived 
in the household of Morton and Brita Justis, while her sister Christiana lived in 
the pastor’s home. Where the youngest of the three daughters “ Ankey, Christy, and 
Kettern’”” named in Gertrude Tussey’s will (New Castle County Wills, Book C-1, 
p. 57) lived after her mother’s death is not known. William Tussey died before 
May 20, 1713, when letters of administration were granted to his widow (New Castle 
County Wills, Book B-1, p. 257); Gertrude Tussey was buried in Holy Trinity 
Churchyard on Sept. 25, 1716 (Delaware History, V, 184; also cf. ibid., V, 285). 

Samuel Stedham died about Nov. 6, 1721 (date of probate of his nuncupative 
will; cf. New Castle County Wills, Book C-1, pp. 327, 329, 349), leaving to survive 
him his widow, “Ann,” and one son, Jacob, born Sept. 19, 1720 (Holy Trinity 
Records, Second Book, p. 109) , who died “in his infancy.” (New Castle County Deeds, 
Book M-1, p. 54.) 

On Nov. 1, 1722 (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 126), Annika Stedham, 
Samuel’s widow, married Jonas Skagen (Scaggen, Scoggan, Scoggin). Their daughter 
Elizabeth, born Mar. 26, 1725 (ibid. p. 162), married, before Apr. 16, 1745 (New 
Castle County Orphans’ Court Records, Book C-l, p. 55), Robert Peirce, who 
on that date petitioned the court, on behalf of his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Jonas 
Scoggan, late of New Castle County, deceased, intestate, for a division of property. 
On the same day James McCaslan (McCaslin, McCausland) and Ann his wife, late 
widow and relict of Jonas Scoggan, made a similar petition to the court, in order that 
the widow’s “thirds” might be assigned. (Ibid., p. 59.) On Apr. 11, 1752, John 
Scoggin (his own signature) of Christiana Hundred and Mary, his wife, sold a part 
of John’s share of his father’s real estate. (New Castle County Deeds, Book Q-1, 
p. 622). A later conveyance of the same property (ibid., Book S-1, p. 113) recites that 
Jonas “Scoggen” died intestate, leaving two children, the above-named John, and 
Elizabeth. Of a third child, Jonas, born Nov. 15 and baptized Nov. 24, 1727 (Holy 
Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 182), there is no further mention. 

Jonas Skaggen (sic) died in February, 1728 (Delaware History, V, 189). On 
Sept. 15 of the same year “ Jonas Skaggen’s widow, Annika,” appears in baptismal 
records as a sponsor (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 187). It seems likely 
that the Annika Skaggen who married Reigner Von Culen (sic) on Nov. 13, 1728 (ibid., 
p- 189), is the same person, and that Reigner’s two children Jacob and Jonas, who 
were buried in Holy Trinity Churchyard on Dec. 12, 1731 (Delaware History, V, 191), 
were her sons. The baptism of “Reyner Cullen’s widow, Annika’s, child William, 
born 15 March [1732], baptized 23 April [1732]” (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, 
p. 229), gives the only intimation we have found as to the date of Reigner’s death. 

The birth of a son to “James Mechaslin and wife, Annicke,” on May 25, 1734 
(ibid., p. 237), is the earliest record found of the McCausland marriage. 
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APRIL 9. Adam Leichtner, Conrad Treder, Jeremias Evart, Johan 
Didrich Elrod. Carl Springer, with his wife, Maria, 
the son Johannes,?¢ and the son-in-law Jacob Stille. 
Sam.[uel] Kirk’s Negro, Christiern. Peter Pdlsson 
and his wife, Catharina. Eric Hammalein’s widow, 
Mrs. Annika, with the son Erik. Christiern Bryn- 
berg, with his wife, Maria. Mans Gustafsson, with 
his wife, Catharina. Timoth.f[eus] Lylofsson Sted- 
ham, with his wife, Elisabeth. Stephan Cornelius, 
with his wife, Williaminke. Joh.[annes] Mansson’s 
wife, Ingeborg. Anders Gustafsson and his wife, 
Brita, with the daughter Catharina. 


23. The Provost’s wife, Mrs. Sara Hesselia, with her maid- 
servant, Kerstin Tossawa. Mary and Elisabeth 
Hinderssen [Hindricssen, Hendrickson]. 


30. Hans Petersson{,] Smidt. Lucas Stedham, Senior, with 
his wife, Karin, Jonas Stedham, Maria Stedham, 
Lucas Stedham, Junior, with his wife, Ingeborg. 
Conrad Constantin, with the son Augustin. Hind- 
rich Garrisson, with his wife, Kerstin. Samuel 
Petersson, with his wife, Kerstin. Marten Gustafs- 
son, with his wife, Brita. Hindrich Stedham, with 
his wife, Catharina. Anders Loinan and his wife, 
Brita. 


May 14. Jonas Walrawen and his wife, Annika, with the son 
Walrawen [Walrawen], [and] Marten Martensson 
and his wife, Kerstin. Jonas Jespersson Walrawen, 


26 John Springer, son of Charles and Maria (Hendrickson) Springer, was born 
blind. Three of his own children, William, Mary, and Rebecca, also were blind, 
according to a census of the Christina congregation taken about 1754. (“ Archivum 
Americanum: Swedish Churches on the Delaware,” I, 517 {Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania].) 

John’s eldest son, Charles, who married, first, Anne Ogle, daughter of James 
and Grissel (Graham) Ogle, and, second, Elizabeth (Graham) Rice, widow of Evan 
Rice, Esq., spent much of his long life in Mill Creek Hundred, but died, aged 86, 
at “Flint Hill,” his son’s home in Cecil County, Maryland. Israel Springer, Charles’ 
younger brother, married a cousin, Catharina Springer, daughter of Christopher and 
Catharina (Hendrickson) Springer, and lived and died in Elkton, Maryland, where 
he was a wheelwright. 

Another son, John, Jr., who was graduated from Princeton College in the Class 
of 1775, became a brilliant teacher and, later, a Presbyterian minister whose influence 
was widely felt. He died on Sept. 3, 1798, at his home in Washington, Georgia. 
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Johan Martensson, the maidservant, Maria Ham- 
malein. Philip Van de Wer and his wife, Elisabeth. 
Edward Robinsson’s wife, Elisabeth.27, The widow 
Mrs. Maria Braun. William Cleany and his wife, 
Maria. Christiern Stilman. Peter Petersson and his 
wife, Karin. Peter] Mans’ widow, Mrs. Karin. 


18. Jacob Van de Wer and his wife, Maria. 


27 Elizabeth, widow of Matthias Peterson, married on Oct. 18, 1720 (Holy Trinity 
Records, Second Book, p. 107), Edward Robinson of Mill Creek Hundred. 

Robinson, who was born in England about 1676 (cf. his deposition, Delaware 
History, V, 203, n. 26), a son of Robert Robinson (New Castle County Deeds, Book 
S-1, p. 336), came to Delaware with his parents in 1684 and married before 1699, 
when a pew in the new church was assigned to his wife, a member of the Christina 
congregation (Holy Trinity Records, First Book, p. 47; also cf. ibid., p. 101 for Eric 
Biérk’s statement that Edward Robinson was an Englishman, “but married among 
us.”) In the census of the Christina congregation taken about 1754 (cf. footnote 26, 
above) Robinson is reported as understanding Swedish, but not as reading or speaking 
the language. 

So many Delawareans, and others, are descendants of Edward Robinson’s first 
marriage that a good deal of research has been done in an effort to identify his wife. 
Although no final proof has been found, there seems little doubt that she was Anna 
Walraven, daughter of Walraven Jansson de Vos and Christiana Tussey and sister 
of Gisbert (Jesper) and Jonas Walraven. Among the children of this marriage were 
Israel, Margareta, Jesper, Robert, Jonas, and Anna Robinson. Probably there were 
others, as, for example, Catharina Robinson, who married, first, on Nov. 1, 1720 (Holy 
Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 107, Henry Snicker (Snecker), Jr. (cf. Delaware 
History, VI, 62, n. 16; New Castle County Deeds, Books I-1, p. 122, and Y-1, p. 509), 
and, second, on Aug. 8, 1756 (Holy Trinity Records, Third Book, p. 870), Mans 
Justis, whose first wife, Catharina Walraven, had died in 1754 (Delaware History, 
V,-199) « 

Edward Robinson married again on [Sept. 237], 1714 (Page 49, Second Book, 
Holy Trinity Records, on which the marriage appears, is damaged). His second 
wife, Margareta Classon, died in Oct., 1719 (Delaware History, V, 184). 

His third wife, Elizabeth, died in Sept., 1730 (ibid., V, 191), and on Dec. 9, 1730 
(Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 211), he married Sara, widow of Thomas 
Bird of Christiana Hundred. New Castle County Orphans’ Court records for July 16, 
1734 (State Archives, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware), refer to Edward Robinson 
and Sarah his wife, the widow, relict, and executrix of Thomas Bird, deceased. 
Thomas’ will, dated Nov. 20, 1726, probated Dec. 10, 1726, asks that his body be 
buried at St. James’ Church and makes careful provision for each of his twelve 
children, as well as his wife, Sara, and their unborn child (New Castle County Wills, 
Book Miscellaneous-l, p. 6) . 

Sara’s death is not recorded; apparently she died during a period for which 
no burial records were kept (cf. Delaware History, V, 195). On Dec. 17, 1752 (Holy 
Trinity Records, Third Book, p. 867), however, Robinson married Ingeborg (Tussey) 
Sinnex, widow of John Sinnex (New Castle County Deeds, Book T-1, p. 533). 

Edward Robinson died on May 31, 1761 (Delaware History, V, 203), and was 
buried in St. James’ Churchyard at Stanton. His widow, Ingeborg, died on June 8, 
1768, aged 64 years, according to an early reading of the inscription on her grave- 
stone in Holy Trinity Churchyard, near the south portico of the church. 
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2). Hans Petersson and his wife, Annika. Jacob Stille and 
his wife, Rebecca. 


29. Jesper Walrawen, with his mother, Mrs. Kerstin, and 
wife, Mary.?8 Erasmus Stedham, with his wife, 
Helena. Anders Stalcop, with his wife, Barbro. 
Israel Petersson, with his wife, Margareta. Johan 
Culen, with his wife, Kerstin. 


[Page 122:] 


JUNE 4. Johan Gidding’s widow, [Mrs. Annika,] with her sister 
Brita. Christiern, Negro. 


9. Visited Jonas Stalcop’s wife, Judith, with the Lord’s 
Supper, in her illness. 


11. Thomas Jonsson and his wife, Margareta. Samuel Sted- 
ham and his wife, Annika. Peter Classon and his 
wife, Walborg. 


JuLy 2. Mans Gustafsson and his wife, Catharina. Hans George 
Smith and his wife, Maria. 


28 Cf. Delaware History, VI, 62, n. 16. 

A daughter of Jesper and Maria (Snecker) Walraven, Elizabeth, born Mar. 25, 
1718 (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 85), married William Ball of Mill 
Creek Hundred, a blacksmith, son of John and Mary Ball. (Cf. New Castle County 
Orphans’ Court Records, Book D-1, p. 492; Deeds, Books K-1, pp. 348, 349, M-l, 
p. 161, U-1, p. 363, Z-1, p. 108.) William Ball died in 1747 (New Castle County 
Wills, Book G-1, p. 41), and on Oct. 18, 1754 (Holy Trinity Records, Third Book, 
p. 868), his widow, Elizabeth, married John Reece (Reese) of White Clay Creek 
Hundred, whom she survived. (New Castle County Wills, Book L-1, p. 159. Also 
cf. original administration accounts, estate of John Reece, in State Archives, Hall of 
Records, Dover, Delaware.) 

Dr. Lewis Heisler Ball, late U. S. Senator from Delaware, was a descendant of 
William and Elizabeth (Walraven) Ball. 

A deposition made on May 26, 1735, by William’s father, John Ball, of “ Miln 
Creek Hundred,” New Castle County, blacksmith, aged about sixty, states that after 
living for four years at Elk River, in Maryland, he came to live near Christiana 
Creek, in New Castle County, “where he has lived about Forty nine years.” (Penn 
Papers, Three Lower Counties, 1629-1774, p. 165, No. 3 [Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania].) 

On Aug. 18, 1703, John Ball, above, who was the eldest son of William Ball, also 
a blacksmith (cf. William’s will, dated Jan. 30, 1709, New Castle County Wills, 
Book B-1, p. 195), purchased from John Cann 202 acres of land, being part of a 
larger tract called the “New Design” and lying on the west side of Mill Creek, 
between the creek and his father’s land. (New Castle County Deeds, Book B-1, p- 243.) 
Fric Biérk writes of going to John Ball’s house to preach, apparently at regular intervals 
for a considerable time. (Holy Trinity Records, First Book, pp. 91, 94.) On one of 
these occasions, July 20, 1712 (p. 94), Andreas Hesselius accompanied Mr. Biérk 
and, for the first time since coming to America, baptized a child. 
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5. Visited Zacharias Didricsson’s [Derickson’s] wife, Helena, 
with the Lord’s Supper, in her illness.?¢ 


11. Visited Anders Gustafsson’s ill wife, Brita, with the 
Lord’s Supper. 


16. The Provost, Mag.[ister] Hesselius, with his wife, Sara. 
The pastor in Jarsey, Herr Abr.[aham] Lidenius. 
The pastor at Wicaco, Mag.[ister] Lidman, with 
his wife, Anna. Joh.[an] Gustafsson, with his wife, 
Brita. Margareta Stalcop. Elisabeth Hammalein. 


AuGusT 6. Visited Christiern Brynberg’s ill wife, Maria, with the 
Lord’s Supper. 


13. Gustaf Gustafsson and his wife, Kerstin. Marten Gus- 
tafsson and his wife, Brita, with the maidservant, 
Maria, Erick’s daughter, Hammalein. Philip Van 
de Wer and his wife, Elisabeth. 


27. Jonas Walrawen, with his mother-in-law, Mrs. Brita 
Gustafssen, and [his] wife, Annika. The Provost’s 
wife, Mrs. Sara Hesselia, with her maidservant, 
Kerstin Tossawa. Jonas Jespersson Walrawen. Wal- 
rawen Walrawen. Johan Mértensson. Marten 
Martensson, with his wife, Kerstin. Mr. Carl 
Springer, with his wife, Maria. Jacob Stille, with 
his wife, Rebecca. Joh.[annes] Springer. Stephan 
Cornelius, with his wife, Williaminke. 


291t is unfortunate that the imperfect transcription which mars the printed 
Holy Trinity records of 1890 (Horace Burr, The Records of Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) 
Church, Wilmington, Del. [Wilmington, 1890]) should have hidden for so many 
years much of the information the original records contain. 

An example is found in two baptismal records for Sept. 7, 1714 (op. cit., p. 220, 
Nos. 15 and 16). The printed list of sponsors in entry No. 15 reads: “‘ Peter Mansson, 
Michael Mayer, Thomas Johnson and his wife Margaretta, Mrs. Helena Van de Ver.” 
The original list of sponsors (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 51) reads: 
“Peter Mans[s]o[n, Mic]hael Meyer, Thomas Jonsson and his wife Marga[reta,| 
Zacharias’ wife Helena van de Wer.” 

In the second entry, No. 16, the printed list of sponsors reads: “ Peter Mansson, 
Thomas Jamison and his wife Margaretta.” The original record (ibid., p. 51) reads: 
“ Peter MAnsson, Thomas Jonsson and his wife Margareta, Zacharias’ wife Helena van 
de Wer.” 

Since Zacharias Didricsson (Diricsson, Derickson) was then the only “ Zacharias ” 
in the congregation except Zacharias Bertilsson of New Jersey, whose wife was named 
Sara, and since Zacharias Didricsson and his wife, Helena, appear regularly in the 
church records for this period, there can be no doubt as to the identity of the 
Zacharias referred to in the entries cited above. 
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SEPTEMBER 3. Christian, Negro. 
24. Anders Loinan and his wife, Brita. Anders Vainan’s 
wife, Margareta. 


Ocroser 22. Erasmus Stedham and his wife, Helena. Anders Gustafs- 
son and his wife, Brita, with the daughter Catharina. 
Eric Hammalein’s widow, Mrs. Annika. Kerstin 
Tossawa. Mrs. Brita Dunken. Hindrich Stedham 
and his wife, Catharina. 


NovEMBER 12. The Provost, [Andreas] Hesselius, with his wife, Sara, 

and Pastor Herr Samuel Hesselius. 

19. Carl Springer and his wife, Maria. Jacob Stille and 
his wife, Rebecca. Sam.[uel] Stedham’s widow, 
Annika. 

26. Jesper Walrawen and his wife, Maria. Henry Snicker 
and his wife, Catharina.2° Timotheus Lylofsson 
Stedham and his wife, Elisabeth. Kerstin Tossawa. 
Mans Gustafs and his wife, Catharina. Mrs. Anna 
Gidding. Israel Stalcop. 


DeceMBER 3. Old Hindrich Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Annika. The 
son Hindrich [Garrisson], with his wife, Kerstin. 
Jonas Stalcop. Pet.[er] Pals[son’s] wife, Geizie. 
Lucas Stedham and his wife, Catharina, [and] the 
son Lucas, with his wife, Ingeborg. Jacob Van de 
Wer, with his wife, Maria, and the brother Philip 
[Van de Wer], with his wife, Elisabeth. Maria Sted- 
ham. Gustaf Gustafsson, with his wife, Kerstin. 
Jesper Walrawen’s widow, Mrs. Kerstin. 

8. Visited Jonas Stedham with the Lord’s Supper, in his 
illness. 

17. Mr. Jonas Walrawen and his wife, Anna, the son Wal- 
rawen [Walrawen], Joh.[an] Martens. Mary Ham- 
malein. William Cleany, with his wife, Maria. 
Stephan Cornelius, with his wife, Williaminke. 
Jonas Jespersson Walrawen. Hindric Garrisson, in 
his illness, visited same day. 

24. Christiern Brynberg and his wife, Maria. Kerstin 
Tossawa. Mary and Elisabeth, Joh.[an] Hindrik’s 
[Hindricsson’s] daughters. 


80 Cf. footnote 27, above, paragraph 8. 
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30. 


Visited the ill widow, Brita Dunken, with the Lord’s 
Supper. 


COMMUNICANTS IN THE YEAR 1722 


[Second Book, -p. 131] 


JANUARY 6. The widow Maria Braun. Peter Mans’ widow, Mrs. 


j4; 


28. 


FEBRUARY 4. 


18. 


28 


20. 


MarcH 8. 


18. 


Karin. Samuel Petersson and his wife, Kerstin. 
Christian Stilman. 

Visited Hindrich Garrisson’s ill widow with the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Visited Mr. Jonas Walrawen’s ill wife, Annika, also her 
aged mother, Mrs. Brita, with the Lord’s Supper. 

Johan Gustafsson, with his wife, Brita. Johan Stalcop, 
with his wife, Maria. Augustin Constantin. Mar- 
gareta Stalcop. 

The Provost’s wife, Mrs. Sara Hesselia. Anders Loinan 
and his wife, Brita. Peter Mansson and his wife, 
Annika. Hindrich Hindrichsson’s wife, Judith. 

Visited William Tallie’s ill widow, Mrs. Eli [Elinor, 
Eleanor, Helena], at NewCastel [sic], with the 
Lord’s Supper. 


Marten Martensson and his wife, Kerstin. The widow 
Annika Stedham. Peter Classon and his wife, Wal- 
borg. Jacob Stille and his wife, Rebecca. 

Carl Springer, with his wife, Maria, and the son 
Johannes. Jacob Van de Wer, with his wife, Maria. 
Philip Van de Wer, with his wife, Elisabeth. 

Old Hindrich Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Annika, in her 
illness. 

Mans Gustafsson and his wife, Catharina. Anders Gus- 
tafsson and his wife, Brita. Gustaf Gustafsson and 
his wife, Kerstin. Jonas Jespersson Walrawen. 
Cathar.[ina] Justis. Jesper Walrawen and his wife, 
Maria. Kerstin ‘Tossawa. 


Johan Garrisson and his wife, Annika, also the sister, 
Elisabeth Garrisson, in her illness. 

Mr. Jonas Walrawen and his wife, Annika, also the son 
Walrawen [Walrawen], [and] Mary and Bethie 
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Hamalein. Marten Gustafsson and his wife, Brita. 
Samuel Petersson and his wife, Kerstin. Hindrich 
Stedham and his wife, Catharina. 

22. Johan Tossawa, in his illness. 

25. The Provost’s wife, Mad.{[ame] Sara Hesselia. Conrad 
Constantin and his daughter Kerstin. Mrs. Maria 
Braun. Edw.[ard] Rob.[insson’s] wife, Elisabeth. 
Jacob Stille and his wife, Rebecca. Hans George 
Smith and his wife, Maria. Johan William Lerch- 
enzeiler. Peter Paulsson’s wife, Geizie. Paul Pals- 
son. Jacobus Paulsson and his wife, Maria. Hind- 
rich Hindricsson *: and his wife, Judith, with the 
daughter Maria. Erasmus Stedham and his wife, 
Helena, also her daughter Annika ([Peterssen]. 
Johan von Culen and his wife, Kerstin. Johan 
Martensson. Christiern, Negro. 


APRIL 22. Anders Kock and his wife, Sara. 


May 6. Johan Giéding’s widow, with her son Israel [Stalcop]. 

Jacob Van de Wer and his wife, Maria. 

[Page 132:] 

18. Philip Van de Wer and his wife, Elisabeth. Anders 
Loinan and his wife, Brita. Elisabeth Berry. Jacob 
Stille and his wife, Rebecca. William Cleany and 
his wife, Mary. Th.fomas] Jones’ wife, Margareta. 
And.[ers] Stalcop’s wife, Barbro. Joh[annes] Mans’ 
wife, Ingeborg. Joh.[an] Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. 
Anna. Elisabeth Garrisson. Peter Mansson’s widow, 
Karin. Joh.[an] Tossawa’s widow, Annika. 


JUNE 3. Christian Stilman. Christian Brynberg and his wife, 
Maria. Timotheus Stedham, Lylof’s son, and his 
wife, Elisabeth. Eric Ericsson’s widow, Mrs. Annika, 
with the daughter Mary. Israel Petersson and his 
wife, Margareta. And.[ers] Vainan’s wife, Mar- 


31 A tract of land acquired by “ Henery” Jacobson on Mar. 20, 1686, was devised 
on May 1, 1704, to his son Hendrick. (Cf. New Castle County Survey Book A, 
p. 246.) “The said Hendrick,’ continues the record, “ by the name and stile of 
Henery Hendrickson & Jude his Wife by their Deed Poll of the 17th September 1743 
conveys the same land in fee unto their son Andrew Hendrickson.” 


Cf. Delaware History, V, 200, for the interesting entry made in the church book 
at the time of Judith Hendrickson’s death. 
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Li 


JuLy he 


29; 


AUGUST 5. 


16. 
26. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 


gareta. Jesper Walrawen, with his wife, Mary, and 
the brother Jonas [Walrawen]. Hindrich Snecker 
and his wife, Catharina. Kerstin Tossawa. Mans 
Gustafsson and his wife, Catharina. 


Lucas Stedham and his wife, Catharina. The son Jonas 
[Stedham], with the daughter Maria. Mr. Jonas 
Walrawen, with his wife, Annika, and mother-in- 
law, Mrs. Brita. The son Walrawen [Walrawen], 
with the maidservant, Elisabeth Hammalein. Johan 
Justis and his wife, Brita. Marten Gustafsson and 
his wife, Brita. Marten Martensson and his wife, 
Kerstin. Samuel Petersson and his wife, Kerstin. 
Johan Stalcop and his wife, Maria. Sam.[uel] 
Siedh.[am’s] widow, Annika. Margareta Stalcop. 
Johan Martensson. Anders Justis, with his wife, 
Brita, and the daughter Catharina. 


Hindrich Hindricsson and his wife, Judith, with the 
daughter Maria. 

Hindrich Garrisson’s widow, Anna. Johan Garrisson’s 
widow, Anna. Elisabeth, Hindric’s daughter, Gar- 
risson. Elisabeth Berry. Paul Paulsson. Jacobus 
Palsson, with his wife, Maria. 

Jacob Van de Wer and his wife, Maria. Philip Van de 
Wer and his wife, Elisabeth. Peter Petersson and 
his wife, Karin. Thomas Scott. Henry Garrisson, 
Junior’s, widow, Kerstin. Conrad Constantin and 
his son Augustin. 

Anders Kock and his wife, Sara. 


The Provost’s wife, Sara Hesselia. Joh.[an] Gidding’s 
widow, Mrs. Anna, with her sons Jonas and Israel 
Stalcop. Erasmus Stedham, with his wife, Helena, 
and the daughter Anna [Peterssen,] Caupony. Hans 
George Smith, with his wife, Maria. 

Pet.[er] Paulsson’s wife, Geizie, in her illness. 

Mr. Springer and his wife, Maria, with the son Johannes. 


Peter Classon and his wife, Walborg. Mrs. Brita Seeds, 
Gustaf Gustafsson and his wife, Kerstin.?? 


32 Cf. Delaware History, V, 200, n. 23, and 280, n. 29. 
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30. 


T4. 
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28. 
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Edward Robinsson’s wife, Elisabeth, and Mrs. Maria 


Braun. 
Thomas Jonsson and his wife, Margareta. 


Hans Petersson and his wife, Annika, in their illness. 

Mr. Jonas Walrawen and his wife, Annika, also the 
children: the Provost’s wife, [Sara] Hesselia, Wal- 
rawen and Jonas [Walrawen], Marten Martensson 
and his wife, Kerstin, Johan Martensson, Elisabeth 
Hamalein Ericssen. 

Johan Stalcop and his wife, Maria. 

Anders Loinan and his wife, Brita. Marten Gustafsson 
and his wife, Brita. Anders Petersson Stalcop. 


[Page 133:] 


11. 


18. 


rae 


16. 


23: 


26. 


30. 


Jacob Van de Wer and his wife, Maria. Kerstin 
Tossawa. 

Lucas Stedham, Senior, with his wife, Karin, the son 
Jonas, the daughter Maria. The son Lucas [Sted- 
ham], with his wife, Ingeborg. Peter Mans’ widow, 
Mrs. Karin. Peter Mansson, with his wife, Annika. 
Elisabeth Berry. Hindrich Garrisson, Senior's, 
widow, Annika. Johan Garrisson’s widow, Anna. 
Elisabeth Garrisson. Hindrich Stedham and his 
wife, Catharina. Paul Paulsson. 

Erasmus Stedham and his wife, Helena, and her daugh- 
ter Annika [Peterssen]. Conrad Constantin, with 
his son Augustin and the daughter Kerstin. Hind- 
rich Hindricsson, with his wife, Judith, and the 
daughter Maria. Johan Culen, with his wife, Ker- 
stin. Jacob Stille and his wife, Rebecca. 


The Provost, Mag.[ister] Hesselius, with his wife, Sara. 
Hans George Smith, with his wife, Maria. 

Pastor Herr Samue[l] Hesselius, with his wife, Brita. 
Anders Justis, with his wife, Brita, and the daugh- 
ter Catharina. Jacobus Palsson, with his wife, Mary. 
Johan Gustafsson, with his wife, Brita. Anders 
Loinan, with his wife, Brita. Margareta Stalcop. 

The German, [Johan William] Lerchenzeiler. Pet.[er] 
Pals[{son’s] wife, Geizie. Jonas Jespersson Walrawen. 

Johan Gidding’s widow, with her daughter Catharina 
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[Gidding], also the sons Jonas and Israel Stalcop. 
Jonas Scagen’s wife, Annika. Olle Pilsson’s widow, 
from Sheep Hook, Mrs. Kerstin. 


COMMUNICANTS IN THE YEAR 1723 
[Second Book, p. 144] 


JANUARY 6. Mrs. Maria Braun.’? Edward Robinsson’s wife, Eliza- 
beth. Christiern Brunberg and his wife, Maria. 
13. Christiern Stilman. Mr. Jonas Walraven, with his wife, 
Annika, also her mother, Mrs. Brita. Johan Mar- 
tensson. Walraven and Jonas Jonasson Walrawen. 
Marten Gustafsson, with his wife, Brita. Elisabeth 
Hamalein. Jesper Walraven, with his wife, Maria. 
Jehan Stalcop, with his wife, Maria. Mans Gustafs- 
son, with his wife, Catharina. 


FEBRUARY 3. Marten Martensson and his wife, Kerstin. Christiern, 
Negro. 
10. The Provost, Mag.[ister] And.freas] Hesselius, and his 


33 This opening entry for 1723 was the last communicant record written by 
Andreas Hesselius, although he continued to keep some of the other church records 
until his departure for Sweden the following autumn. His recall came on Nov. 11, 
1722 (“The Journal of Andreas Hesselius,’” Delaware History [Sept., 1947] II, 118), 
and a month later his brother Samuel, designated by Bishop Svedberg as the new 
pastor for Holy Trinity Church, moved from Philadelphia to Christina “with his 
household.” (Holy Trinity Records, First Book, p. 125), beginning his formal 
pastorate with the New Year. 

Biographers have noted the wide differences in temperament and ability which 
characterized these two brothers, differences which a student of the church records 
cannot fail to remark. Andreas Hesselius’ warm interest in people is reflected in the 
care with which he observed and recorded family relationships and in his thoughtful 
and consistent writing of proper names; his attainments as scholar and scientist 
are evident in his penmanship, in the precise wording of his entries, and in his 
meticulous attention to detail. 

One writer has called Samuel Hesselius “capricious” (cf. Otto Norberg, Svenska 
Kyrkans Mission vid Delaware i Nord-Amerika [Stockholm, 1893], p. 43, n. 1), and 
perhaps this word describes as well as any his spelling of proper names. The quality 
of his handwriting through the years is something of a barometer of the state of mind 
in which the writer found himself, varying from the rather stolid, cramped mode of 
ordinary seasons to an angry driving of the pen in times of stress, as during a quarrel 
with his congregation. When compared with the records kept by some of his 
successors, however, Samuel Hesselius’ entries are models of spelling and penmanship; 
indeed, were his records not placed in such immediate contrast, in the church book, 
with those of his more talented brother they would be esteemed outstanding for 
completeness and general excellence. 
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wife, Sara. Anders Stalcop. Philip Vandewer and 
his wife, Elizabeth. 

MARCH 3. Timotheus Stedham and his wife, Elizabeth. Jacob 
Vandewer and his wife, Maria. Andriske [Andrew 
Justis] ** and his wife, Sara. Samuel Petersson and 
his wife, Kerstin. Gustaf Gustafson and his wife, 
Kerstin. 

10. ‘The pastor, Herr Samuel Hesselius, and his wife, Brita. 
Old Hindrich Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Annika. 
Joh.[an] Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Anna. Elizabeth 
Garrisson. Anders Palsson’s wife, Elizabeth. Paul 
Palsson. Kerstin Tossawa. 

17. Antille [Anders] Stalcop and his wife, Barbro. 

24. Fredrich Shmidt and his wife, Christina. Conrad Con- 
stantin, with his son Augustin and the daughter 
Mrs. Kerstin Garrisson. Anders Loinan and _ his 
wife, Brita. 


~I 


APRIL The Provost, Mag.[ister] And.[reas] Hesselius, and his 
wife, Sara. The pastor, Herr Samuel Hesselius, with 
his wife, Brita. Erasmus Stedham and his wife, 
Helena. Annika, Peter’s daughter ([Peterssen], 
Caupony. Mr. Gustaf Hesselius. 

14. Three Germans from Bohemia.?5 Mans Gustafsson and 

his wife, Catharina. Peter Palsson’s wife, Geizie. 
Mr. Springer and his wife, Maria. The son 
Johannes. Jacob Stille and his wife, Rebecca. Wil- 
liam Cleany and his wife, Maria. Jesper Valrawen 
[Walraven] and his wife, Maria. Mary Ericsson. 
Peter Classon and his wife, Walborg. The widow 
Annika Tossawa. Hindrich Hindricsson and _ his 
wife, Judith, and his daughter Maria. Jacob 
Palsson and his wife, Maria. Thomas Scott. Chris- 
tiern, Negro. Peter Mans’ widow, Karin. 

15. Johannes Mansson and his wife, Ingeborg. 


84 Cf. Delaware History, VI, 60, n. 14. 

Andrew Justis, son of Justa and Anna (Morton) Justis of Philadelphia County, 
married on Jan. 3, 1716 (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 65), Sara MAnsson. 

85 The reference here is to Bohemia Manor, in Maryland. 

Andreas Hesselius, in his “Journal” (op. cit., I, 82), tells of coming ashore at 
Bohemia Landing on Apr. 28, 1712, after his long voyage from Sweden. On May I, 
he continues, “we traveled the country road from Bohemia, through the woods to 
Christina in Pennsylvania, where we arrived in the evening.” 


es oe 
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May 


JUNE 


28. The late [Johan] Gidding’s widow, Anna, with her 
children Jonas [Stalcop], Israel [Stalcop], and Catha- 
rina [Gidding]. Carolus Springer, Junior, with his 
wife, Margareta.3¢ 

12. Eric Miiller. Anders Kock and his wife, Sara. Ante 
[Anders] Vainan,and his wife, Margareta. Kerstin 
‘Tossawa. 

26. Peter Petersson and his wife, Karin, and the son Hans. 
Hans George Smith and his wife, Maria. Hindrich 
Stedham and his wife, Catharina. 


2. The Provost, Mag.[ister] And.[reas] Hesselius, with his 
wife, Sara. Mr. Jonas Walrawen and his wife, 
Annika. The sons Walrawen and Jonas [Walrawen]. 
Maria Matthews. Lucas Stedham and his wife, 
Catharina. Lucas Stedham, Junior, with his wife, 
Ingeborg. Maria Stedham. Jonas Stedham. Chris- 
tiern Brunberg and his wife, Maria. Elizabeth 
Ericsson. Philip Vandewer and his wife, Elizabeth. 
Jacob Vandewer and his wife, Maria. Christiern, 
Negro. Martin Martinsson and his wife, Kerstin. 
Samuel Petersson, with his wife, Kerstin. Martin 
Gustafson and his wife, Brita. Margareta Stalcop. 
Anders Loinan and his wife, Brita. [Johan William] 
Lerchenzeiler and his wife, Margareta. Johan Mar- 
tensson. 


[Page 145:] 
5. Visited the elderly and ill widow, Mrs. Brita Gustafson, 
with the Lord’s Supper. : 
9. The pastor, Herr Samuel Hesselius, with his wife, Brita. 


Edward Robinsson’s wife, Elizabeth. Mrs. Maria 
Braun. Israel Petersson and his wife, Margareta. 


86 Baptismal records for children of Charles and Margareta Springer furnish 
substantial proof that Margareta was a daughter of Edward Robinson (cf. footnote 27, 
above) , by his first wife. 

The marriage of Charles Springer, Jr., and Margareta Robinson, like many others 
within the Christina congregation, was undoubtedly performed by the elder Charles 
Springer, who, as a Justice for New Castle County (cf. Delaware History, V, 193, 
n. 16), had such authority. The Reverend Mr. Samuel Hesselius complained (Holy 
Trinity Records, Second Book, p. 201) that Mr. Springer “publickly call’d me a 
Coveteous Man, who takes money for marrying, and said that he would marry for 
nothing, because said he, I have as great power to joyn people together as a Minister; 
this he said to all the people.” 

We can only wish that Mr. Springer had left his marriage records for our use. 
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Hindrich Garrisson, Senior’s, widow, Mrs. Annika, with 
the daughter Elizabeth. Joh.[an] Garrisson’s widow, 
Mrs. Anna. Jonas Skagen’s wife, Anna. 


Hindric Hindricsson and his wife, Judith, with the 
daughter Maria. Kerstin Tossawa. Mary Matthews. 

The Provost, Mag.[ister] Hesselius, and his wife, Sara. 
Anders Loinan and his wife, Brita. Erasmus Sted- 
ham, with his wife, Helena. Annika Petersson. 
Christiern Stilman. 


The late [Johan] Giddings widow and her children 
Jonas [Stalcop], Israel [Stalcop], and Catharina 
[Gidding]. 

Mans Gustafson and his wife, Catharina. Conrad Con- 
stantin and his son Augustin. The weaver, Jonas 
Walrawen, with his wife, Catharina. Jesper Val- 
rawen, with his wife, Maria. 

Jacob Vandewer and his wife, Maria. Peter Palson’s 
wife, Geizie. Margareta Stalcop. Hans George 
Smith and his wife, Maria. Peter Mansson’s widow, 
Annika. Thomas Scott and his wife, Catharina.%* 

Johan Stalcop, in his illness, and his wife, Maria. 


Philip Vandewer and his wife, Elizabeth. Mrs. Annika 
Skagen. Hindrich Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Annika. 
Johan Garrisson’s widow, Mrs. Anna. Elizabeth 
Garrisson. 

Then the Herr Provost, Mag.[ister] And.[reas] Hesselius, 
took his heartfelt leave of his congregation, and he 
himself and his wife and a large part of the congre- 
gation came to the Lord’s Supper. 


Jesper Walraven’s wife, Maria, in her illness. 
Philip Wandever, in his illness. 


The pastor in Jarsey, Herr Mag.[ister] Abraham Liden- 
ius. The pastor [at Christina], Mag: [ister] Samuel 
Hesselius, and his wife, Brita Hesselia. 


[TO BE CONTINUED] 


87 On July 30, 1723 (Holy Trinity Records, Second Book, p- 139), Thomas Scott 


married Catharina Justis, daughter of Andrew and Brita 


VI, 60, n. 14). 


Justis (cf. Delaware History, 


News Notes and Book Reports 


By Marte WINDELL 


#1 cee ANNUAL MEETING of the Historical Society was held in 
the Old Town Hall, on the evening of April 5, 1954. Professor 
John A. Munroe, of the University of Delaware, described the life and 
letters of Louis McLane, congressman and minister to England, and his 
search throughout the country during his year of travel on a Ford 
Fellowship, 1951-52, for McLane’s widely scattered papers. Born in 
Smyrna, McLane studied at the College in Newark, was a student of law 
in the office of James A. Bayard, served in both the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate, and was appointed Secretary of the Treasury 
and, twice, the minister to England. His extensive political connections 
and business interests, especially in transportation and banking, made 
him an important figure in the ante-bellum period. A commanding por- 
trait, now owned by the University of Delaware, was lent to the Society 
for the annual meeting and is reproduced on the facing page. 

A special display of McLane manuscripts, from the collections of the 
Society, were arranged in the museum for the meeting. ‘‘ You are mis- 
taken,’”” McLane wrote to Milligan, January 18, 1825, “in supposing 
that the election of J.[ackson] would be . . . a national disgrace. .. . 
The honor of the country is much more likely to be tarnished by corrupt 
bargains to acquire power.” In 1819 he complained to John Way, of 
Wilmington, that “There are already more applications [for pensions] 
than there were Soldiers at any time during the War of the Revolution.” 
In a jovial mood in the spring of 1824, he indicated his preferences in 
sports: “if I could only prevail upon the rest of your visitors to change 
their love of quoits, for... the vulgar sport of cat-ball, I rather think I 
should become famous in the sporting annals of the coming summer.” 

The Society re-elected its directors for the coming year, and the meet- 
ing adjourned for light refreshments upstairs in the “long room,” as it 
was called in the early nineteenth century. 


It was with deep regret that the members learned of the decision of 
Judge Richard S. Rodney to retire from the presidency of the Historical 
Society. Judge Rodney was elected in the spring of 1943 to succeed the 
late Mr. Christopher Ward, and within his eleven-year term of office, he 
saw the membership grow from 329 to 850, the inauguration of the 
publication of the journal, Delaware History, and a large increase of 
manuscript and printed works for the library. 
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The Reverend Dr. John W. Christie, a director of the Society, has 
been elected its president to succeed Judge Rodney. He 1s also the 
President of the Presbyterian Historical Society, a former Vice-Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
the minister of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, of Wilmington, 
and an ardent collector of historical source materials. One of his more 
recent finds was a collection of hitherto unknown letters of George White- 
field, famous in Presbyterian and Methodist Church annals, of the eigh- 
teenth century. : 

Other officers elected for the year were: H. F.. duPont, first vice- 
president; H. Rodney Sharp, second vice-president; William Poole, 
secretary; and Rodman Ward, treasurer. 


Researchers in Delaware history may be interested in a memorandum 
appended to the original manuscript of the Duke of York land records, 
which was not printed in the 1903 edition of that work. Those records, 
which pertained to the Three Lower Counties before 1682 and were 
entered in the office of the Secretary of New York, had caused “ grievous 
hardships many inhabitants thereof have borne in going near two hun- 
dred miles for copies of such original papers.” Prior to March 24, 1770, 
the Assembly of Delaware, therefore, had “at a considerable expence,” 
procured as many of the original papers as “could there be found by 
[Thomas McKean]” and were transcribed under his direction. The 
records, ‘‘on 281 sides, or pages” were bound up in one book in folio, 
and in 1903 were printed under the title Original Land Titles in Dela- 
ware, Commonly Known as The Duke of York Record . . . 1646 to 1679. 
This printed form ends on a torn manuscript page, numbered 267, 
leaving fifteen pages missing from the total given in the act of 1770 
(Laws of Delaware, I, 455-59) . 

However, through the courtesy of Miss Jeannette Eckman and Judge 
Richard S. Rodney, we are informed of the following annotation on 
the manuscript copy of the records, now carefully preserved in the Dela- 
ware State Archives, in Dover: “ There is thirteen pages less in the back 
part of this book [than] there was when it was removed from Dover to 
New Castle; which is upwards of twenty-five years ago; and the said 
number of thirteen page’s are actually deficient and [were] so when I 
received it; which was in November 1794 [upon] the death of Francis 
Many esquire late Recorder. The British Troops took it away from 
New Castle in 1777. Dover November 1795. [Signed] Simon Wilmer 
Wilson Recorder [of] Deeds for Kent County in the state of Delaware.” 
Perhaps one sheet (two pages) is a small price to pay for its use in manu- 
script for more than a century when archival practices were random. 


The advertisements in the colonial newspapers for runaway slaves 
and servants give a colorful picture of some of the costumes and miens 
of the inhabitants: “a convict Servant Man... his Arms hang very odd 


Louis McLANE 


This portrait, by an unidentified artist, was presented to the University of 
Delaware by Mrs. G. L. Bachelder, Jr., of Beverly, Massachusetis. It is repro- 
duced here by permission of the University of Delaware, through the courtesy 
of Mr. William D. Lewis, Librarian, who also lent the portrait to the Society 


during the annual meeting of 1954. The painting measures 37} x 


tor displa: 


293 inches inside a wide gold frame. 
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his Voice pretty coarse, walks very upright ” or the “ Deer Skin Aprons,” 
“Oznabrigs Trowsers and Skirt, with brown Linnen Gussets,” which 
wandered off into mystery. But rarely did such announcements en- 
courage the literary efforts of the advertiser, beyond those humorous 
references to one-penny rewards for the finder. Thomas Clemson, of 
Christiana Hundred, Delaware, however, who was more ambitious than 
most scribblers who advertised, wrote as follows for the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, August 7, 1746: 


From Thomas Clemson ran away, 

One Evening on a Saturday 

The Six and Twentieth Day of July, 
Of that I am informed truly; 

A Man, on Joseph Willard Call’d 

His Hair is Brown, he is not bald; 
His Visage long, and wou’d you know 
His Colour, it is swarthy too, 

His Hat, it is of an antient Date, 
Which keeps the Weather from his Pate, 
A yellow Jacket, old and torn, 

His wretched Carcase doth adorn; 

A Homespun Shirt, and look below, 
You'll find his Trowsers made of Tow, 
And also coarse; and for his Shoes, 

He did the same this six Months use; 
They ragged are: He with him took 

(If that you will be pleas’d to look) 

A Handsaw, made of London Steel, 
And stamped with White, near to the Heel; 
A Broad-ax, of an ugly Shape, 

A Justice made it, near to the Gap; 
And other Clothes, perhaps may have, 
That he may better play the Knave. 
By Calling, he pretends to be 

A Person used to the Sea, 

A Millright, Carpenter, and all 

The Crafts which you to Mind can call. 
If you shou’d happen for to be 

By Chance drawn into his Company, 
You'll find him lye at such a Rate, 
You can’t conceive it in your Pate. 

His Birth Bucks County did adorn, 

To all his Friends he is a Scorn; 

His Father left him an Estate 

Enough, with Care, to make him great; 
He wasted it, and then he went 

To Lancaster, with Intent 

His ragged Fortune to repair, 

And soon was made a Servant there. 

If you’ll expect to have a Fee 
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For taking up this Man for me, 

Full TWENTY sHILLINGs I will give, 

And truly pay it, as I live; 

Provided, that you will not fail 

To cast him in the nearest Goal, 

And send me Word, you need not doubt, 
I'll quickly lug the Money out; 

In Christine Hundred, there you may 
Soon find me out, on any Day; 

I at John Heath’s doth make my Home, 
It will please me, if you hither come; 
Pray use your Skill, to help your Friend, 
And I'll conclude, and make an End. 


THOMAS CLEMSON 


Who was this early Delaware poet, if we may so term him? On the 
basis of information supplied by the verses, and by research in wills and 
other records, we find that he was a member of an eminent pioneering 
Quaker family in the wilderness north of the Gap mountain (notice his 
reference above to the broadax made near the Gap), in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. James Clemson, the emigrant, came from Bir- 
mingham, England, to the Pequea Valley and died in 1730, leaving three 
sons, James, John, and Thomas. His descendants included James, a 
member of a Revolutionary committee, and Thomas Green Clemson, 
noted chemist, the son-in-law of John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, 
and the founder of Clemson College. 

John Heath, of Christiana Hundred, Delaware, at whose house 
Thomas was staying, died little more than a year later and left a widow 
and a daughter, Elizabeth, the wife of Jacob John, of Mill Creek Hun- 
dred. By this marriage and the custom of Delaware family name patterns, 
we have both John Heath and his grandson, Heath John. 


However, Clemson, himself, is of more interest than his verses. Many 
Pennsylvanians, including Governor Sir William Keith, were early at- 
tracted to the area of present Mill Creek Hundred, Delaware, by the 
favorable sites for mills and forges. Heath owned a mill in this hundred 
and two tracts of land, a dwelling house, and outbuildings in Christiana 
Hundred. The mill was held by his widow in common tenancy with 
Aaron Mendenhall and William Philips until she commissioned Evan 
Rice and John Evans to sell it for her daughter. These three families — 
Mendenhall, Philips, and Evans — were long known for their milling 
interests in this hundred. Clemson’s indentured servant claimed to have 
the skills of a millwright and carpenter, so we may suppose his owner, like 
many others, was enticed by the opportunities of the Three Lower 
Counties. Moreover, the Lancaster farmers who had removed to the 


Shenandoah Valley were still trading in the early Forties in the towns 
of New Castle and Lancaster counties. 
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But perhaps literary sympathies, as well as business interests, also 
drew Heath and Clemson together. Heath, who must have been an 
unusually well-read miller, owned a copy of Sir Walter Raleigh’s History 
of the World, a work which aptly emphasizes the necessity for the co- 
existence in the historian of the trinity of poet, philosopher, and chroni- 
cler. Here we have in the hands of a miller a book that would have 
been prized by a well-educated lawyer or clergyman. Either Heath was 
an extraordinary miller, or the conventional picture of the early millers 
should be refocused. An investigation of the private libraries mentioned 
in the wills of the settlers of the Three Lower Counties would give us 
a wider view of the intellectual interests of the colony. 


Delaware craftsmen, who are usually hidden behind a scratched 
name or an inconspicuous label on their works, or by a newspaper 
advertisement, form an indispensable but less recorded part of society 
in the handicraft period. The Historical Society has among its indexes 
of Delawareana a check list of the names of those craftsmen who worked 
in the state and who have been found by the staff in their research. In 
1950 a portion of this information was published by the Delaware Art 
Center in a pamphlet, now out of print, Delaware Furniture, a catalog 
of special display in the Center and of a list of furniture makers of the 
State. 

The most recent finds of the summer months by the staff have been 
three Wilmington tradesmen of the eighteenth century: a pewterer, 
Abraham Hasselberg, who advertised in 1759, Thomas Minzey, a copper- 
smith, and a cabinetmaker, Timothy Hanson, who died in 1798. Has- 
selberg, beyond his advertisement, which was discovered by Miss Hindes, 
has remained hidden so far. The coppersmith and cabinetmaker, found 
by the compiler of these notes, are less elusive in the Society’s manuscript 
book collection and in New Castle County wills. Minzey was the son of 
Eleanor Minzey, a nurse, and the grandson of Thomas Willing, after 
whom the town was originally named. Timothy Hanson, the grandson 
of Timothy and son of Samuel, both of Little Creek, was a member of 
the Wilmington Society of Friends and was active in 1787 and 1788 
buying oak, pine, poplar, and cedar. In the former year he made and 
trimmed a bonnet, probably for a clock, or perhaps a highboy, for lf, 
5s, 10d. His first wife was Mary, daughter of Caleb Way, a Wilmington 
Friend, and his second wife, also Mary, was the daughter of James 
Robinson, tanner, of Wilmington, An indication of the wealth of a 
tanner in post-Revolutionary Delaware is to be found in the dowry of 
Mary Robinson (one of five children) , which contained fourteen items 
of silver, including a cream pot, and nine pieces of furniture, upon her 
marriage in 1792. A further example of intermarriage among Wilming- 
ton craftsmen is that of Susannah Hanson, a daughter of his first mar- 
riage, and Jesse Zane, the silversmith. 
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If any of our readers has data concerning craftsmen of any trade, 
we should appreciate the information, whether it concerns smiths in 
iron, silver, or copper, or workers in leather, fabric, clay, or wood— 
cordwainers, hatters, potters, and so on. 


Among the maps in the collections of the Society are several by 
Benjamin Ferris, a surveyor and the author of A History of the Original 
Settlements on the Delaware (1846), of which the best known is his 
copy of the plan of Willingtown as it was in 1736 from the ; original 
found amongst the papers of the late proprietor.’’ Some interesting maps 
of the town and nearby areas by him and other cartographers of the 
early nineteenth century were displayed in the museum of the Old Town 
Hall during the summer. Although a few of the Ferris maps are labeled 
1818 and 1819, most are undated. His feeling for decoration puts blue 
water in the creeks and separates plots of land with varied pastel boun- 
dary lines. Vehicles move along his roads; a coach and four trot along 
the Philadelphia Pike, and a two-wheeled cart and dray horse plod on 
Marsh Lane. A drawing of 1819 to show the land claims of Ann Latimer 
and Jonas Walraven is decorated by the facades of the houses of both 
John Richardson and his tenant, and a site is labeled “ Old Church,” 
which was the St. James Church at Newport. Ferris made several maps 
of that section of Wilmington near the Brandywine Bridge, one of which 
is reproduced on the page facing 161. Another in the exhibit is a large- 
scale survey of the Brandywine in 1812, a colored photograph of a draw- 
ing by an unidentified artist, which was found in the stone office of E. I. 
duPont and which shows the houses, mills, and roads in the area. The 
names of those who lived on Market Street in 1814, according to the 
rare first directory of Wilmington, have been arranged in consecutive 
order by street number by Miss Brincklé, of the staff. This list, running 
from the Presbyterian Church at Chestnut (or Tenth) to the Foul 
Anchor Inn at Market and Water streets, was also included in the exhibit 
to stimulate the imagination of the spectator. 

Copies of one map of Wilmington in the display, for which the 


Society has the copper plate (circa 1804) are for sale at the Old Town 
Hall for three dollars each. 


One of the more unusual items in the military collections of the 
Historical Society is the uniform coat, which belonged to Aaron Swiggett, 
a captain of the Delaware militia during the War of 1812. It was identi- 
fied when it was presented to the Society in 1897 as a uniform of that 
war, but we are always hoping to learn more about our museum displays. 
The coat now is a medium green with red facings, what appears to be 
buff linings, and with cheery red hearts, sewed, not to the sleeves, but 
to the tails of the coat. Recent research, however, prompted by a summer 
loan, adds more interest. When the inner seams are examined, the 
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linings turn out to be white wool, and the medium green was.once a 
dark blue. Fortunately, we know that Swiggett was commissioned a 
lieutenant, January 1, 1809, and that he served in the company whose 
major was Thomas Robinson, of Naaman’s. This style of uniform, of 
Revolutionary cut but with a single standing collar, was the one used 
by the U. S. Army from 1802 until 1810 when the double-breasted 
military coat became the familiar one for the nineteenth century. Swig- 
gett’s uniform in 1809 was blue trimmed with red (Delaware Archives, 
V, 292), but the authoritative source for our dating the uniform prior 
to 1810 is the general orders of Major Robinson, published in the 
Museum, Dec. 12, 1807: the officers of the regiments were to wear dark 
blue coats faced with scarlet and white. The buttons were to be white 
(i. e., silver) , but those on the coat, set in pairs on what was once white 
braid, now show their brassy base. Swiggett’s most noted effort was as 
captain of the First Volunteers of militia who marched to defend Lewes 
in March and April of 1813. The coat was one of the several items lent 
by the Society for a military exhibit during July in the DuPont Building, 
Wilmington. 


Fort Delaware on Pea Patch Island, formerly a federal fort and a 
Civil War prison, was opened to public visits on July 24 for three con- 
secutive weekends by the State Park Commission and the Fort Delaware 
Society. The island is in a wild state, and much of the fortress is in 
ruins, but an aroused public interest in the significance of the fort and 
in its preservation should make improvement possible. Such visits have 
their historic precedents; for example, one Confederate prisoner in the 
fort in 1864, the Reverend I. R. M. Beeson, of St. Louis, returned for a 
sentimental tour in June, 1910. 


Researchers from the Eleutherian Mills-Hagley Foundation are utiliz- 
ing the early newspaper files and other records of the Historical Society 
in their quest for all available information dealing with pioneer indus- 
trial activity of the duPont Company and others along the Brandywine 
Creek. The research program is under the supervision of Dr. Walter J. 
Heacock, Director of Research and Interpretation for the Foundation, 
who was formerly on the staff of Colonial Williamsburg, Inc. The Foun- 
dation, established in 1952 by an endowment from the duPont Company 
as a nonprofit, educational organization, will have its museum and head- 
quarters on the Brandywine in the Hagley Museum (formerly the Henry 
Clay Mill, built in 1814 and now being completely renovated). The 
Museum will graphically portray the history and significance of early 
water-power manufacturing on the Brandywine and its relation to the 
industrial growth of the nation. 


Dr. David B. Tyler will serve as visiting professor of maritime history 
in the University of Delaware to carry on research in that subject in the 
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Delaware River basin during the two-year period, 1954-56. This is an 
example of an investigation into interstate relations which was suggested 
at the annual meeting of the Historical Society in 1953 by Dr. Richard 
McCormick, of Rutgers University. 


The Wilmington Club, which will celebrate its centennial anniversary 
in October, 1955, is in search of information relating to its history for 
a commemorative publication. The Wilmington Association and Read- 
ing Room, formed in 1855, absorbed the Minquas Club, merged in 1876 
with the Delaware Club (successor to the Attic Club), and chose the 
present name. The Historical Society has the rare first report, dated 
1876, of the club, but the publications committee wishes to supplement 
its club records with information, whether documentary or reminiscences 
only, which our members can supply. The committee is in need of the 
names of the members of the preceding clubs and descriptions and 
pictures of former clubhouses, which were at 820 Shipley Street (1876), 
1007 Market Street (1876-1881), and 1006 King Street (1881-1900). Any 
information may be helpful; it may be sent to the editor or to the 
Committee Chairman, Chief Justice Clarence A. Southerland, 303 Public 
Building, Wilmington. 


A crown stone of the Mason-Dixon Line was returned May 25 to a 
site near its original location at Marydel after an absence of fifty years. 
All of the crown stones, bearing the coat of arms of Lord Baltimore on 
one side and that of William Penn on the other, have now been ac- 
counted for. Each, weighing about 600 pounds, was placed by the 
surveyors, Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, at every fifth mile along 
the boundary line. The Marydel crown stone was exhibited by Maryland 
in the St. Louis Exposition in 1904 as a part of the state’s mineral re- 
sources, although the stones for the eastern and a part of the northern 
boundary were cut in England from oolitic limestone. After its return 
to Maryland, the stone was later stored for a time in the State House 
in Annapolis. Mr. William T. Mahoney, a member of the Historical 
Society, began a search for the missing stone some three years ago during 
his research on the Mason-Dixon line. Shortly after his research led to 
the relocation of the “Post Mark’d West,” of the surveyors, the stone 
was found in the storage yard of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in 
Baltimore by Mr. William H. Bayliff, secretary of the Natural Resources 
Board of Maryland, and Dr. A. L. Trussell, of Baltimore, whose mono- 
graph on the line was published in 1951. Legislation is now pending in 
Congress which will authorize the two states to resurvey and restore 
their common boundary at Marydel, when the marker will be per- 
manently relocated on the original site. 


The Rosenbach Museum, 2010 Delancey Place, Philadelphia, was 
opened to the public on February 22, 1954. Among the rare items of 
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books, art objects, and manuscripts, collected by the late Philip H. and 
Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, are several manuscript letters of Caesar Rodney, 
which were published by this Society in 1933. The museum, which also 
contains a reference library, is open on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday 
from two to five P.M. 


A second edition of the now out-of-print Delaware, A Guide to the 
First State, is announced for the autumn of 1954 by Hastings House, 
the publishers of the first edition. The revision, bringing pertinent 
material up-to-date, is being made within the limits of the original 
number of pages, a restriction of the publisher because of the high costs 
of publication. The editor of the new edition is Miss Jeannette Eckman, 
the former director of the Delaware Federal Writers’ Project, which 
prepared the 1938 edition. 


The index of Volume IV of Delaware History has been compiled by 
the assistant editor and printed. Members of the Society who wish to 
have their four issues of this volume bound may do so at a cost of $3.50, 
and missing issues, numbers 1, 2, and 4, will be supplied at a charge of 
$1.00 each (Vol. IV, No. 3 at $1.50). Copies should be sent to the Old 
Town Hall for binding. Bound copies of this volume sell for ten 
dollars each, the same charge as for the preceding volumes. 


New PuBLICATIONS OF DELAWARE INTEREST 


The eagerly awaited publication of the Reconstructed 1790 Census 
of Delaware, by Leon deValinger, Jr., has been published by the Na- 
tional Genealogical Society in 1954, as No. 10, in its Genealogical 
Publications. The werk appeared in a series in the Quarterly (Septem- 
ber, 1948—December, 1953) and may be purchased as a unit from the 
Society for three dollars. Mr. deValinger concludes that the original 
census records for Delaware were lost either before they were to be sent 
to Washington, D. C., or when the British burned the Capitol. The 
reconstructed census is compiled alphabetically for the separate hundreds 
of each county on the basis of the tax lists of the State. The names listed 
are those of the taxable, or head of the family, and when a tax list for 
the year was not extant for a given hundred, the list for the nearest year 
was chosen. The word “Estate” which follows many names may refer 
to the property of the deceased taxable listed by name, or refer to the 
property owned by a nonresident of that hundred. The 83-page manual 
is illustrated by a reproduction of a “ Map of the State of Delaware and 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland with the Soundings of the Bay of Dela- 
ware, From Actual Survey & soundings made in 1799, 1800, & 1801,” and 
was engraved by Francis Shallus in Philadelphia. 


168 DELAWARE HISTORY 


For many travelers between Philadelphia and Baltimore, the Dela- 
ware landscape was a series of way stations, but their comments offer 
much interest and many unforeseen sideglances. The late Raphael 
Semmes presents in his Baltimore, As Seen by Visitors, 1 783-1860, many 
pen pictures of Delaware, along with his views of the Maryland city. In 
the eighteenth century, the inns along the road between two capitals 
were situated at intervals of ten or twelve miles. The most comfortable 
route to the north was that by packet boat from Baltimore to French- 
town and a trip of sixteen miles across Delaware by coach. Moreau de 
St. Méry, after an unhappy boat trip, found the coach to New Castle 
comfortable, the highest praise of a weary traveler. Morris Birkbeck, 
who was in Baltimore in 1806, described these coach horses as: “ of the 
good old English breed; with great bone, of beautiful form, and de- 
noting a strain of high blood, the old English hunter, raised to a stout 
coach-horse, but comprising all degrees of strength and size down to 
hackneys of fourteen hands. None of those wretched dog-horses, which 
disgrace Virginia.” 

Mrs. Frances Trollope, famous for her severe comments on American 
life, traveled to New Castle in the 1830s on the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal “in a pretty little decked boat, sheltered by a neat awning, 
and drawn by four horses.’ Lieutenant E. T. Coke, of the British Army, 
crossed Delaware in 1832 on the New Castle and Frenchtown railroad 
which had recently replaced the small horse-drawn boats on the canal 
as the preferred route. The track was “a temporarily built one... 
constructed of slabs of wood with a flat iron rod nailed to them, to 
withstand the friction of the carriage wheels, the foundation being 
formed of logs . . . laid horizontally, and scarcely substantial enough 
for the locomotive engines which were to be introduced upon it in the 
course of the summer.” 

Among the illustrations of the book is one of an 1830 broadside 
advertising the trip from Philadelphia by way of the railroad and offering 
“ Passage through $4.” 

But the pecularities of certain local travelers as well as the vista of 
the Delaware scene also appear here. British visitors found the American 
habit of chewing tobacco most repulsive, and particularly so in the close 
confines of a railway carriage. In 1846 Alexander Mackay was affronted 
by the presumed refinement of a man who boarded the train at Wilming- 
ton and asked politely, “Stranger, will you let me spit?” i 

Mrs. Matilda C. Houstoun and Lady Emmeline Wortley, English- 
women who were visiting in Baltimore in 1850, both complained of the 
objections by native travelers to fresh air on the train between Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore. “The sun blazed into the cars which . . . are 
all windows and are moreover totally deficient in blinds,” wrote Mrs. 
Houstoun, and Lady Wortley, with more courage, raised a window, but 
one passenger, thus challenged, raised his umbrella against the draft. 


NEWS NOTES AND BOOK REPORTS 169 


Mr. Semmes died shortly before the book went to press, and Mrs. 
Marguerite H. Blake acted as editor. It is No. 2 in the Studies in Mary- 
land History, published by the Maryland Historical Society in 1953 


(208 pp.). 


The Chesapeake Bay, a main traveled waterway from an early period, 
offered by 1812 four lines providing daily sailings from the Elk River 
to Baltimore for travelers from Delaware towns and Philadelphia, and 
two hnes daily from Baltimore to Norfolk. Chesapeake Bay: A Pictorial 
Maritime History, by M. V. Brewington, published in 1953 by the Cornell 
Maritime Press, of Cambridge, Maryland, contains many attractive illu- 
strations of Delaware boats built for the Chesapeake trade. For example, 
among those illustrated are the “ Pocahontas,” built in Wilmington in 
1893 for the James River service. Harlan and Hollingsworth built the 
“Tangier” in 1875 for the Pocomoke and Crisfield runs, the “ Joppa” 
in 1885 for the Choptank River run, and the “ Virginia” in 1905 for the 
Old Bay line. This line also purchased the “State of Maryland” in 
1922 from Pusey and Jones, of Wilmington. Photographs of builders’ 
half-models of the hulls of the craft add to the reader’s understanding 
of naval architecture. 


The only known contemporary pictorial representations of the ships 
“Ark” and the “ Dove,” which sailed with Lord Baltimore’s colonists 
for Maryland in 1633 were discovered recently during renovations to 
Hook House, in the south of England. This house, near the seat of the 
Arundells, was the marriage portion of Ann who married Cecil Calvert, 
later the second Lord Baltimore. While repairing a room in the east 
wing, workmen found above a false ceiling the beautifully modelled 
original plaster commemorating the two ships and the voyage to Mary- 
land. The authors, Bryden B. Hyde and M. V. Brewington, believe 
that the sketches were made from the vessels themselves. Mr. Brewington 
points out that these are the only known contemporary representations 
of any of the vessels which brought the original settlers to the British 
North American colonies. The “ Ark” was a typical ship-rigged vessel 
of her period, but heretofore the appearance of the sea-going pinnace, 
like the ‘“‘ Dove,’’ has never been established definitely. The plaster 
design shows that it was a two-masted square-rigged craft; the name 
belonged to the hull rather than to the rig, which was chosen by the 
builder according to the size of the craft. This type of vessel played an 
important part in the explorations and the settling of the Atlantic 
Coast. An account of the discovery was published in the September, 
1953, issue of the Maryland Historical Magazine (Vol. XLVIII, pp. 185- 
90) and entitled, ““ New Light on the Ark and Dove.” 


Out of 150 hogsheads of tobacco sent to London in 1702 by James 
Logan, the proprietary agent for William Penn, he had received one- 
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third in payment of quitrents from the Three Lower Counties (Dela- 
ware) , but, in order to collect the rents, he was forced to take whatever 
he was offered even though of inferior quality. The hogsheads, averag- 
ing 99 pounds in weight, were sent in the “ Hopewell,” a part of which 
was purchased by Logan to meet the shipping charges with Pennsylvania 
credits rather than paying for the transportation in sterling in London 
upon arrival. Like most other American vessels of the time which were 
not models of marine engineering, she was built to be sold in England 
upon completion of a voyage, and thus repay the investments by the 
shippers. The hazards of the war in 1702/3 also threatened the tobacco 
market of the Delaware colonies. The ship had cautiously stayed over- 
long in the New York harbor for a convoy, which the navy failed to 
provide, and the ship was then captured by the French. Logan’s finances 
were complicated by his not hearing until February, 1706, that the ship, 
after redemption, had finally been sold. Similar experiences prompted 
Penn to suggest to his colonial deputies that provisions for the Islands 
and Virginia would be more profitable since the logwood and tobacco 
markets in London had collapsed. Ships from the Delaware were offered 
protection by traveling with the Virginia fleet, but the delay in southern 
harbors might permit the crew to desert or would place the Delaware 
product on a glutted English market. After the transfer of the colony 
from Penn to the trustees, trade prospects continued much as before, 
although Robert French could boast in 1709 that he was sending from 
Delaware to pay the quitrents twenty hogsheads of tobacco “as gocd as 
any our river has produced this year.” A detailed commercial study of 
the Delaware colonies, based on the manuscript business records of 
colonial Pennsylvania, was made by A. G. Zimmerman, entitled, “ James 
Logan, Proprietary Agent,”’ and published in the April, 1954, issue of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (Vol. LXXVIII, pp. 
143-76) . 


The drying house of the E. I. duPont de Nemours powder plant was 
sketched by the Baroness Hyde de Neuville, while she was in Wilming- 
ton, in September, 1810. A reproduction of the drawing illustrates an 
article by Wayne Andrews in the April, 1954, issue of the New-York 
Aistorical Society Quarterly (Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 104-17), describing 
“The Baroness Hyde de Neuville’s Sketches of American Life, 1807- 
1822.” The baroness and her husband, the French minister to the United 
States between 1816-22, visited the village of Angelica, N. Y., where a 
number of French refugees, among them Victor duPont de Nemours, 
brother of the founder, had gathered. Neuville, who, like his friends, 
hoped to purchase a farm in America to which he had then exiled 
himself because of political disagreements with Napoleon, wrote to E. I. 
duPont, December 10, 1810, that “you cannot doubt our preference for 
the banks of the Brandywine. We often talk of it. . . . Will you please 
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give me some information about the 300-acre farm that was for sale or 
to let? Is the owner still in that frame of mind?” The baron, however, 
changed his mind and did not join his French compatriots in Wilmington. 


Early in 1816, Thomas Taylor, of Wilmington, Delaware, but late 
of Buenos Aires, arrived in Baltimore with six blank letters of marque 
authorizing privateers to sail against. Spanish commerce under the 
Argentine flag. His brig, the “Fourth of July,” constructed by the 
American Concern, a group of Baltimoreans which included John Stuart 
Skinner, went out to gather spoils by attacking the Spanish merchant 
fleet. An interlocking directorate of the privateering interests of the city 
were protected by the press, the courts, and the popularity of the Latin 
American cause of independence until about 1821. Baltimoreans also 
financed promising generals from Spanish America who needed arms, 
men, and money for expeditions against the South American govern- 
ments. The four commissioners sent to South America by the United 
States in 1817, one of whom was Caesar A. Rodney, made a joint plea for 
the payment of a personal loan by Skinner to a South American general, 
and another was authorized to act as Skinner’s private agent in the 
matter. A two-part biography of John Stuart Skinner, by Harold A. 
Bierck, Jr., and entitled, “ Spoils, Soils, and Skinner,’’ was published in 
the March and June, 1954, issues of the Maryland Historical Magazine 
(Vol. XLIX, pp. 21-40, 143-55). 


The origin for the meteoric rise of the most famous pirate of them 
all, Captain William Kidd, from obscurity to a partnership with the 
powerful Robert Livingston, of New York, has been found by Lawrence 
H. Leder to be Kidd’s support of the aristocratic party against Jacob 
Leisler, the merchant whose Committee of Safety had set up an interim 
government in New York in June, 1689, and who held in 1691 the Man- 
hattan fort and blockhouse. Both factions in New York had Delaware 
connections: Leisler was related to the Loockermans of Dover, and 
Nicholas Bayard, of the opposition, was a cousin of the Delaware branch 
of that family. While awaiting the arrival of the new royal governor, 
Livingston and his party demanded the surrender of the fortifications 
and secured the blockhouse by an attack of three ships and “a man of 
warr brigantine belonging to Captn Kid a privateer.” Kidd was rewarded 
by 150£ for “ the many good Services done to this Province,” and Leisler 
was tried and executed. The King’s Counsel who prosecuted Leisler 
for treason later served in that office in the Salem witchcraft trials. 
Kidd’s contributions were described in a contemporary letter, found by 
Mr. Leder and reproduced in his article, “ Captain Kidd and the Leisler 
Rebellion,” which was published in the January, 1954, issue of the New- 
York Historical Society Quarterly (Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 48-53) . 
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In the fall of 1793 some Federalists believed that the internal dis- 
sensions of the country were not the result of honest differences of 
political opinion but were caused by plotters who aimed to subvert the 
government and the constitution. President Washington, for example, 
feared that behind the Whiskey Rebellion stood the Democratic 
Republican Societies, which he considered a subversive element. He 
doubted the spontaneity of the resolutions passed by public meetings 
protesting the Jay Treaty, such as the one held in Wilmington in August, 
1795, whose officers included John Dickinson, Dr. James Tilton, and 
Caesar A. Rodney. Washington’s exasperation at the attacks on him and 
his administration and his mistrust of the politics of immigrants pro- 
vided the motives for his support of the statutes of 1798, concludes Mar- 
shall Smelser in his study of ‘George Washington and the Alien and 
Sedition Acts,” in the January, 1954, issue of the American Historical 
Review (Vol. LIX, pp. 322-34). 


George Washington’s Farewell Address to His Countrymen, Septem- 
ber 17, 1796, has been printed for the Curtis Paper Company on paper 
made by the mill in Newark, Delaware, and set in Baskerville types with 
wood engravings by Fritz Eichenberg. In a foreword by Marshall B. 
Davidson, we are reminded that during the last year of Washington’s 
service he suffered greater abuse than almost any president since has 
endured. This reprint is the first of a planned series of reprints of 
historical documents. 


The well-known map of Delaware, reprinted by the U. S. Geological 
Survey in 1937 under the title, “ Delaware at the Time of the Ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution,” was drawn by John Churchman, surveyor and 
cartographer and submitted to the American Philosophical Society in 
1779. The map was inscribed as “Map of the Peninsula between Dela- 
ware and Chesopeak Bays with said Bays and Shores adjacent drawn 
from the most Accurate Survey . . . by John Churchman.” A short 
biography, emphasizing Churchman’s scientific contributions, by A. Day 
Bradley, was published in the spring issue of the Bulletin of Friends 
Historical Association (Vol. XLUI, pp. 20-28), and entitled, “ John 
Churchman, Jr., of Nottingham.” 


“The world is indebted to Oliver Evans ... for the discovery of, 
[who] foresaw the superiority, and strenuously urged the adoption of 
Rail-ways . . . long before it had entered into the imagination of any 
other human being,” wrote Nicholas Wood in his Treatise (Philadelphia, 
1832). This treatise of 1825, with its tribute to the Delaware inventor, 
and the reports by William Strickland for the Pennsylvania Society for 
Internal Improvements are discussed by Alfred R. James in his “ Side- 
lights on the Founding of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,” in the 
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December, 1953, issue of the Maryland Historical Magazine~ (Vol. 
XLVIII, pp. 267-309) . 


That Delaware booksellers and printers had close connections with 
the book trade in Baltimore in the early nineteenth century is apparent 
in Rollo G. Silver’s The Baltimore Book Trade, 1800-1825, a directory 
which originally was published in the Bulletin of the New York Public 
Library (March-July, 1953). Thomas and Samuel Meteer, who had a 
paper mill in Newark, were booksellers and stationers in Baltimore. The 
Delaware printers, Vincent and Isaac Bonsal and Hezekiah Niles, also 
sold books in that city, and the last named maintained his press at 
different times in both states. 


Since 1953, the year of the sesquicentennial anniversary of the publi- 
cation of Samuel Miller’s Retrospect, many colleges and presses of the 
Middle States, which claim him, have paid tributes to this first compre- 
hensive history of the arts and sciences in the United States. The General 
Alumni Society of the University of Pennsylvania published in its General 
Magazine and Historical Chronicle (Vol. LVI, pp. 37-44) an article by 
Henry Dan Piper, entitled, ‘“ Pennsylvania’s First Historian.’ Miller, 
born in Delaware and tutored by his father, John Miller, a Presbyterian 
minister at Duck Creek and Dover, entered the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in his senior year. As an alumnus, he was honored in 1804 by the 
award of a D. D. degree for his Retrospect. In the same year he helped 
to found the New-York Historical Society. 


A list of twenty-eight Revolutionary soldiers and patriots who are 
buried in the cemetery of the Head of Christiana Church, Newark, 
Delaware, was published in the July, 1954, issue of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Magazine (Vol. LXXX, p. 787). The men are 
identified as far as possible with lifespan and military records. 


Descendants of the Delaware Quaker families — Griffith, Hoopes, Cope, 
Way, Pennock, Peirce, Mendenhall, Canby, and others — will be par- 
ticularly interested in the Marshall Family of Pennsylvania, Records: 
1650-1952, by Joseph B. Marshall (privately printed; copyrighted, 1952; 
33 pp.). Humphrey Marshall, the noted botanist, was a son of the 
emigrant Abraham and a cousin and co-worker with another noted 
botanist, John Bartram, both of whom participated in the famous early 
western tour of inspection of the Middle West for botanical and 
horticultural specimens. 


Despite the English duties on pig and bar iron until 1750, early 
Sussex land transfers mention Delaware forges which appear to have 
existed before that time in the state, as predecessors to the furnaces on 
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the Nanticoke River. A survey of “Early Iron Works in Southern 
Delaware,” by William E. Ferguson, was published in the April, 1954, 
issue of the Delaware Folklore Bulletin (Vol. I, pp. 13-14, 16). 


Howard Pyle was among the excellent illustrators chosen by the 
publishers of the McGuffey Readers, notes Carl Vitz in his article, 
“Henry Farny and the McGuffey Readers,” in the April, 1954, issue of 
the Bulletin of the Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio (Vol. 
XII, pp. 91-108). 


A two-page plate in the winter, 1953-54, issue of The American Hert- 
tage (Vol. V, pp. 32-33) reproduces a painting, “ Pickett’s Charge,” by 
Gayle P. Hoskins, of Wilmington, adapted from the cyclorama at Gettys- 
burg, showing the fighting at Bloody Angle on the crest of Cemetery 
Ridge. 


